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THE NEARNESS 
OF QUE LORDS. RELURN 


I 


INTRODUCTORY: OBJECTS AND OBJECTIONS 


AVE we any real grounds for thinking 

that the personal Return of our Lord 
Jesus Christ may perhaps before very long 
occur ? 

By “‘real’’ grounds are meant grounds 
which are sane, definite, and Scriptural— 
grounds which might reasonably commend 
themselves as valid to a business man or any 
intelligent man of balanced judgment, who 
accepts the Bible as being the Word of God, 
but who is not skilled in, and who perhaps has 
no taste for, theological subtleties and refine- 
ments. By“ real’ grounds, those are excluded 
which might be termed wild, visionary, fanciful 
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or conjectural. Do such real grounds exist ? 
This is the question to which the following 
pages seek to find an answer. To the skilled 
student of prophetic Scripture the line of 
thought here presented will doubtless be 
quite familiar; to such the writer cannot 
hope to be of service in these pages. But to 
the average Christian layman who desires to 
have the statements of Scripture plainly and 
briefly put before him, but who has not the 
leisure necessary for the perusal of the large 
and valuable volumes which have been written 
upon the subject, to him these short studies 
may perhaps prove of some service in suggest- 
ing a new set of thoughts, in opening up a 
series of considerations which possibly may 
not previously have come under his notice. 
Our Lord’s Return was clearly promised, 
and promised repeatedly, both by Himself 
and by His Apostles after He had left them. 
Nothing is more certain than that such 
promises have never yet been in any sense 
literally fulfilled. Meanwhile, time has gone 
on; centuries have passed by, and these 
pledges have remained unredeemed. The 
puzzled Christian inevitably asks, ‘‘ What can 
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be the reason ?” The indolent probably aban- 
dons the inquiry as an insoluble and mysterious 
conundrum. The sceptical will at once rule 
out the whole subject as unworthy of con- 
sideration. The busy Christian worker will 
perhaps ignore it, as a subject which is aca- 
demic, unpractical, vague, and chimerical; 
while even the devout Bible student will begin 
to wonder whether the promises were ever 
intended to be understood literally. ‘‘ May 
it not be,’ he asks, “‘ that when our Lord 
spoke of His future Return He was using some 
Oriental or metaphorical figure of speech to 
signify some extension of the recognition of 
His authority, or some more widely-spread 
acceptance of His principles?’ Surely not. 
If this is all that the promises imply, then 
language has lost its meaning. The words 
used are too plain, too specific, to admit of 
any such explanation. “This same Jesus 
which is taken up from you into heaven shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen Him 
go into heaven.” The Return is to be as 
literal as the departure. If the Ascension was 
metaphorical, then, indeed, might the Return 
be expected to be figurative; but if literal and 
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personal, the Return will be literal and personal 
also. 

The whole subject often excites but little 
interest, even in the minds of reverent Christian 
people, or at best an interest immeasurably 
smaller than can be justified by the profound 
importance of the event, if real and if imminent. 
But this indifference is not altogether unreason- 
able. There are several considerations which 
tend to produce it. 

1. It may be said, for instance (or, perhaps, 
still more often unconsciously felt): “‘ If the 
Return of Jesus Christ has already been de- 
layed for something like two thousand years, 
why should it not be deferred for another two 
thousand, or even longer?” That sentiment 
would be obviously reasonable 7f we possessed 
only general grounds for believing that the 
Advent would occur at some undefined mo- 
ment, the nearness or remoteness of which 
it was impossible to ascertain. But do we 
possess general grounds only? Are there not 
some definite guide-posts to be found leading 
to a more precise conclusion? Such is the 
question which these pages seek to answer. 

2. Sometimes, again, it is asserted: ‘‘ There 
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have been many mistaken anticipations of the 
Second Advent in the past. The early Church 
seems to have expected the reappearance of 
its newly-ascended Lord in the generation then 
living. Events have proved them wrong. The 
same mistake has been made in subsequent 
ages. Is it not likely that the present genera- 
tion would be similarly mistaken if it repeated 
their anticipation ?”’ In reply to this it should 
be noted that our Lord most distinctly asserted 
that His Return, though certain, should not 
be immediate. He predicted in Matthew xxiv. 
the occurrence of many intervening events. 
On another occasion He spoke a parable for 
the express purpose of guarding against the 
anticipation of an early Advent. “‘ He added 
and spake a parable because He was nigh unto 
Jerusalem, and because they thought that the 
kingdom of God should immediately appear ”’ 
(Luke xix. 11). In the similar Parable of the 
Talents, it was only “ after a long time” that 
the lord of the servants returned and reckoned 
with them. In the Parable of the Ten Virgins, 
it was because the bridegroom “‘ tarried ’’ that 
they all (wise and foolish alike) slumbered and 
slept; while in Matthew xxiv. 48 the very reason 
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for the evil servant’s lack of faithfulness was 
because “my lord delayeth his coming.” 
Those, therefore, in early ages who expected 
an immediate Advent did so in spite of our 
Lord’s clear and repeated intimation to the 
contrary. At any rate, the Advent, if certain, 
will occur in some age; does it not therefore 
behove each generation to ascertain whether 
it might be in their own before dismissing the 
subject from the mind ? 

3. Another impediment which sometimes 
operates against the due consideration of this 
momentous subject arises from the fantastic, 
and even grotesque, assertions as to future 
events which have, alas! sometimes been con- 
fidently made; assertions which have often 
been coupled with a sensational fixing of dates 
for catastrophic events, without any real Scrip- 
tural basis, and which the passage of time has 
proved to be fallacious. Such unwarranted 
predictions are greatly to be regretted, for they 
have the inevitable effect in the popular mind 
of degrading a sublime and glorious truth to 
the level of vulgar charlatanry. The most 
casual perusal of the following chapters will 
suffice to distinguish them at once from all 
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such miserable and deplorable vaticinations. 
If, however, it be the fact that materials exist 
in the Word of God for a reverent and sane 
investigation of our present general position 
in the stream of Time, it is obviously a matter 
of the deepest interest and importance to 
be apprised of it, undeterred either by the 
misapprehensions of a past age or by the 
sensationalism of the present. 

4. Others, again, shun this study from a 
totally different reason, which in its motive 
cannot but compel respect. ‘‘ Did not our 
Lord,”’ they ask, “‘ expressly state that we can 
know neither the day nor hour of His Return ? 
Is it reverent,then, is it consistent with His Will, 
that we should presume to pry inquisitively 
concerning that which He has intentionally 
concealed from our knowledge ?’”’ To this let 
it be at once agreed that to attempt to forecast 
the day or hour would immediately brand the 
pretended prophet either as a deceiver or 
a dupe. Yet it must be remembered that 
chronological prophecies do occur in the in- 
spired Word of God; that therefore their 
reverent study cannot be inconsistent with 
His Will; that holy men of old searched “ dili- 
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gently what or what manner of time the spirit 
of Christ which was in them did signify.” It 
was from a study of Jeremiah’s writings that 
Daniel perceived that the period of the Cap- 
tivity had almost expired (Dan. ix. 2). In 
fact, it is one thing to pretend rashly to fix 
‘the day and the hour,” but it is quite another 
to perceive the general trend and relation of 
large epochs. And surely to refuse to examine 
what God has been pleased to reveal as to the 
terminal events of the age is neither reverent 
nor reasonable. 

5. There is, on the other hand, a class of 
devout people who form a mistaken estimate 
of what the signs of the times really are; who 
see in every earthquake and every war portents 
heralding coming judgment. They forget that 
” were predicted 
by our Lord as characteristic—not of the end 
of the age so much as of the whole intermediate 
period between His Departure and His Return 
—a prediction which the history of nineteen 
hundred years has abundantly substantiated. 
The real signs of the times lie surely in quite 
another direction. 

There is much misconception as to the nature 


“wars and rumours of wars’ 
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of the events to which prophetic Scripture 
seems to point, a misconception which has 
perhaps been largely caused by the unfortunate 
and misleading phrase, “ the end of the world.” 
The correct translation of the original language 
would be “ the completion, or conclusion, of 
the age.’’ Many “ ages ’’’ have passed over this 
globe. To say nothing of geologic and pre- 
historic ages, there have been the antediluvian 
and the patriarchal ages. In the case of the 
Jewish race, there have been the Monarchical 
and the Captivity ages; while now, since the 
first Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, there 
has been the Christian or Gospel age signalized 
specially by the intervention of the Second and 
Third Persons of the Trinity. So, too, in the 
future other ages will follow. Thus the phrase 
“the end of the world’ does not in its real 
signification imply any destruction of the actual 
fabric of the globe on which we live; it does 
not imply the annihilation of material creation; 
it does not involve the sudden transportation 
of humanity into some mysterious and far-off 
spiritual realm. 

To what, then, does prophecy point? It 
points to the continuance of the present 
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material condition of things, but under circum- 
stances fundamentally altered. It points above 
all to the personal Return of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will come to establish a personal 
reign upon this same earth on which we live, 
in a new age which He will then inaugurate, 
an age with characteristics which will differ- 
entiate it completely from all that have gone 
before it. The far-reaching consequences of 
His personal Return need not be here pointed 
out; the immediate, though perhaps gradual, 
effect upon the social life, the political life, the 
business life of the whole habitable earth is 
indicated in Scripture, and must in any case be 
most marked. With this these pages do not 
attempt to deal. What they do attempt is to 
place before the reader an outline, and only an 
outline, in the briefest and simplest form, of a 
system of study which seems to cast much 
light upon our present chronological position. 
It is a study which indicates, not, indeed, the 
“day or hour”’ of our Lord’s Return, but the 
fact that the present period is the termination 
of a very marked “ age,” that we are living very 
near its close,and dake age which shall follow 
it will be one of a wholly different character, 
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The present writer desires to acknowledge 
his deep indebtedness to the valuable treatises 
of the late Rev.-Dr. H. Grattan Guinness, and 
to the personal friendship to which that deeply- 
taught student of Prophecy was good enough 
to admit him, the memory of which is a much- 
prized, lifelong, and sacred possession. If the 
reader desires to pursue further the study here 
indicated, he cannot do better than read 
“Light for Last Days,” by Dr. Grattan 
Guinness (Hodder and Stoughton, 7s. 6d.), a 
work which sets out in much fuller and more 
detailed form the series of-considerations here 
more briefly presented, and which, though now 
out of print, can sometimes be obtained second- 
hand. 


II 


EMPIRES IN OUTLINE 


N our endeavour to ascertain our true place 

in the prophetic programme, we have been 
favoured in the providence of God with an 
authoritative basis on which to build. In the 
second chapter of Daniel is recorded a re- 
markable vision, seen, it is true, by a pagan 
monarch, but interpreted under the guidance 
of Divine Inspiration by the Prophet Daniel. 
That vision, with its divinely attested meaning, 
gives a picture, drawn in a few large sweeping 
strokes and bold outline, of the general course 
of political history through many subsequent 
centuries. In pondering the meaning of this 
vision we not only have the advantage of an 
authorized explanation, but we have also a 
practically unanimous agreement of human ex- 
positors—at least, as to the greater part of the 
vision. 

18 
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The vision was that of a great image of 
a human figure, composed of five different 
materials: the head was of gold, the breast and 
arms of silver, the thighs of brass, the legs of 
iron, and the feet of iron and clay. To King 
Nebuchadnezzar’s view the image, after exist- 
ing for a period there unspecified, was suddenly 
smitten upon its feet by a stone which broke 
it in pieces, while the stone itself became a 
mountain, filling the whole earth (Dan. 11.31-45). 

The interpretation (derived, be it remem- 
bered, not from human conjecture, but from 
Divine authority), is that the various portions 
of the image represent four world-Empires 
which should arise, of which that presided over 
by the monarch himself was the first—‘‘ Thou 
art this head of gold.” The Babylonian 
Empire should be followed by three others in 
succession, which in their day should be of 
commanding importance; of these the last, re- 
presented by the iron legs, should become 
divided into ten derivative Kingdoms, repre- 
sented by the toes of the image. 

These should be succeeded by a fifth Empire 
of wholly different origin, forming no part of 
the original image, which, like the stone cut 
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without human hands, should displace all the 
former, and itself become supreme; while the 
epoch at which this “‘ stone’ should arrive is 
symbolized by the spot on which it strikes the 
image (the “‘ feet ’’)—that is, when the four 
Empires have run their course, and when the 
last (or iron) Empire exists only in its ultimate 
divided and weakened condition. 

Thus the first Empire, the head of gold, is 
specifically identified by the sacred record. 
Have we any Scriptural warrant for the identifi- 
cation of the others ? 

In the seventh and eighth chapters of Daniel 
we have two other visions, clearly parallel with 
the former, with similar meaning, though giving 
an enlarged and more detailed view of certain 
of its features. In Daniel vii. 4-7 the vision 
consists of four separate “ beasts,’’ explained 
(verse 17) like the former vision as four King- 
doms, or world-Empires. The first is a lion, 
the second a bear, the third a leopard, while 
the fourth (unnamed) is described as singularly 
powerful. 

In the eighth chapter the second and third of 
these are again seen as a ram and a rough goat 
(verses 3-5), while in verses 20, 21 these are 
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identified by name as the Empires of Medo- 
Persia and of Greece respectively. Thus three 
of the four portions of the original image of 
chapter ii. are identified upon the authority of 
the inspired Prophet. 

With regard to the identity of the fourth 
Empire, the legs and feet of iron and clay, 
there can be no manner of doubt: it is the 
Empire of Imperial Rome. Other Empires 
have, of course, arisen, but that, and only that 
has been a world-Empire, covering, that is, 
practically the whole of the civilized world as 
known at the time. To complete our Scriptural 
basis, Luke ii. 1 is sufficient evidence: ‘‘ There 
went out a decree from Cesar Augustus” (the 
occupant of the Imperial throne of Rome) 
“that all the world should be taxed ’’—a 
sufficient evidence that his Empire was a 
world-Empire, and declaring also its identity. 

If history be questioned whether these out- 
line facts have or have not taken place, there 
can be but one answer—most unquestionably 
they have. Among the many other Empires 
which the world has seen, and still sees, none 
other beside these four has covered the whole 
known world. As geographical exploration has 
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spread, so the area to be filled by a world- 
Empire has grown, so that now it is futile to 
contemplate even the possibility of such another 
arising by political development. 

And how about the ten toes of the image, 
the final form assumed by the fourth or iron 
Empire? Has this been verified in history ? 
Most unquestionably. The split- up of the 
Roman Empire took place in A.D. 476, in the 
reign of Romulus Augustulus. From that date 
the area once covered by the old Roman 
Western Empire has ever since been divided 
into an average of ten separate Kingdoms, 
sometimes rising to eleven or twelve, some- 
times by union of fragments sinking to nine or 
eight, but on the average ten; indeed, it is 
impossible to specify any number other than 
ten, which would, in the bold outline contem- 
plated by the prophecy, so well represent a 
general view of the historical facts. 

‘ Now, what does the prophecy declare as to 
the future ? It declares that no fifth Empire 
of similar origin shall arise; that there shall be 
no political development such as that previously 
represented by the change of gold into silver or 
silver into brass. There shall, indeed, be a fifth 
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Empire, which shall be supreme and world- 
wide, but it shall have an origin wholly inde- 
pendent of the image; it shall arrive from an 
altogether external source. The stone cut 
without human intervention shall become a 
great mountain filling the whole earth, but it 
shall not be part of the original image. It shall 
arise, not by development, but by crisis. What 
is this but the still future Kingdom of Christ 
upon earth after His Return—that Millennial 
Kingdom which shall constitute a literal and a 
world-wide Imperial rule? Of Christ it was 
predicted by angel lips: “‘ The Lord shall give 
unto Him the throne of His father David, and 
He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever, 
and of His Kingdom there shall be no end” 
(Luke i. 32); nay, wider even than that shall 
His glorious rule extend: “ Yet have I set My 
King upon My holy hill of Zion. ... I shall 
give Thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy 
possession’ (Ps. ii. 6, 8). For that Return 
of Jesus Christ His Church now waits with 
longing expectancy; for that Imperial rule, the 
fifth and last world-Empire, we look with ever- 
increasing confidence. 
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Let the reader, then, say whether this ex- 
pectation is vain, chimerical, or quixotic. 
Four-fifths of this prophecy have been fulfilled 
with absolute accuracy in history. Is it, or is 
it not, the part of the reverent and sane student 
of God’s predetermined and revealed plan to 
look with complete confidence and with adoring 
expectancy for the fulfilment of the remaining 
one-fifth ? If the first four Empires have been 
literal and tangible, so will also the fifth. Ht is 
impossible to interpret the fifth in some dif- 
ferent or spiritual sense, and it will arrive in 
that epoch which has now been long existing, 
the era during which the area covered by the 
old Western Roman Empire has been divided 
into some ten derivative Kingdoms. For “ in 
the days of these Kings shall the God of heaven 
set up a Kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed.”’ 

The reader will observe that this prophecy 
indicates no precise date, only a general epoch; 
it merely defines the wide limits—limits sepa- 
rated from each other by many centuries, within 
which the Imperial Rule of Christ shall be 
established. In that long epoch we and our 
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forefathers for many generations have been 
living. We shall now proceed to inquire 
whether we have any Scriptural grounds for 
greater precision in gauging our position in 
the stream of Time. 


at 


THE ‘‘ YEAR-DAY”’ PRINCIPLE 


HE prophecy contained in Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s vision of the image contained 
no element of chronology; that is to say, the 
duration (in years and centuries) of the Empires 
was in no way indicated—merely their arrival 
and order of succession. It was left for History 
to show that the four Empires would occupy 
the first half of the period comprised by the 
whole, leaving the latter half as the duration of 
the Iron and Clay Empire in its divided or 
tenfold phase. This was not indicated in the 
vision. 

We now proceed to consider a different 
prophecy, which, unlike the former, 7s essen- 
tially and distinctly chronological, and which 
by its marvellously accurate fulfilment in his- 
tory forms a key by which similar prophecies 
may be confidently interpreted. It is a pro- 
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phecy which has been fulfilled with the most 
striking precision in a manner which is notori- 
ous and obvious. 

In the closing half-dozen verses of Daniel ix. 
there occurs a prediction of the interval of time 
which should elapse between a certain Roya] 
Decree, issued soon after Daniel’s own day, and 
the appearance in the then far future of the 
Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the 
central Figure of so many other prophetic state- 
ments in the Old Testament. That interval is 
foreshadowed, not in popular language, but in a 
well-understood symbol. 

The measurement of time by “ sevens ’’ is 
familiar to all. A week of seven days is the 
basis upon which commercial and civil life is 
measured throughout the civilized world; the 
weekly day of rest, the popular weekly half- 
holiday and weekly payment of wages, are alike 
illustrations of the principle. To the Jew 
especially would this mode of measuring time 
be familiar. He would also be accustomed to 
an extension of the principle. He reckoned a 
period of seven years or a “ week ”’ of years as 
forming a noticeable epoch in human life; ten 
of such weeks on this larger scale actually 


28 THE NEARNESS OF 


forming the normal duration of a man’s life. 
A still larger week of forty-nine years, a week, 
that is to say, whose seventh part (or “ day ’’) 
was the seven-year period just mentioned, would 
to the Jew be very memorable, for it was closed 
by that year of Jubilee in which all debts were 
remitted, and all alienated land reverted to its 
original holder under the law of Moses. Still 
larger ‘‘ weeks ’’ may be traced, but need not be 
further considered here. 

Nevertheless, amid all the variety of scale, 
there is complete uniformity of proportion; 
there is no blurring or overlapping of constit- 
uent portions. A week is a precise interval, 
whether it be an ordinary week of days, a week 
of years, or a week of weeks of years, or a still 
longer or even gigantic week. It can, so to 
speak, only take certain clearly marked “‘sizes,”’ 
it can never adopt intermediate values 

In Daniel ix. 24 it was clearly foreshadowed 
to the Prophet on Divine authority that “seventy 
weeks are determined (or measured off) upon 
thy people (the Jewish nation) and upon 
the holy city (Jerusalem) to finish the trans- 
gression (to close the period of God’s forbear- 
ance with their rebellion), to make an end of 
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sins (by the completion of an atoning sacrifice), 
and to make reconciliation for iniquity .. . 
and to anoint.the Most Holy (the Christ, or 
Anointed One).” 

Now, on which scale were these seventy weeks 
_ to be measured ? The prophecy did not declare. 
What was the answer of History? Seventy 
weeks (490 days) passed by, and no Messiah 
appeared. This short interval recurred several 
times, and human hopes grew dim. Weeks of 
weeks, weeks of years, Jubilees, generations of 
men all passed across the scene, and still 
Heaven made no sign. Had God forgotten ? 
Had His pledged word failed ? 

About 4 B.c., the year in which Jesus, the 
Babe of Bethlehem, was born, there was a wide 
revival of hope. It was seen that upon a 
certain natural scale (namely, a day for a year) 
Daniel’s seventy weeks were nearly running out. 
Could it be that the weeks were weeks of 
years—weeks, that is to say, whose constituent 
seventh parts were each of them an actual year? 

The anticipation was widespread. Herod 
upon his throne grew nervous of a rival; wise 
men from afar came personally to investigate; 
while to a holy and humble man of heart was 
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a clearer revelation made, and the aged Simeon 
received a Divine intimation that he should not 
die before seeing the Lord’s Christ. 

But the period in question deserves more 
careful verification; for when the Infinite God 
declares His intention as to dates, He may be 
expected to fulfil Himself with precision. And, 
in fact, the absolute accuracy of this prophecy 
is its most remarkable feature, giving to the 
reverent student of prophecy an illuminating 
clue which casts its radiance upon other 
chronological predictions which may be more 
obscurely expressed. It is, in fact, in order to 
obtain this clue that our present study has 
been attempted. 

What, then, is the starting-point from which 
the seventy prophetic weeks (490 actual years) 
are calculated? Does the prophecy give any 
indication ? Most clearly it does. It counts 
from the going forth of a Royal Decree “‘ to 
restore and build Jerusalem unto the Messiah 
the Prince’ (Dan. ix. 25); at the same time it 
subdivides 70 weeks into 3 unequal periods of 
7 weeks, 62 weeks, and 1 week, declaring that at 
the end of the second period, or 62 weeks (that 
is, 69 weeks, or 483 years, from the commence- 
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ment), the Messiah should be “‘ cut off, but not 
for Himself.”’ 

Now, as a matter of historical fact, four such 
decrees were issued: 

(r) By Cyrus, the Emperor of Persia, in his 
first year, 536 B.c., referred to in 2 Chronicles 
XXXV1. 22 and Ezrai. 1-3. (2) By Darius Hys- 
taspes, in his third year, 518 B.c., referred to 
in Ezra vi. 8 (a renewal of the previous decree). 
(3) By commission to Ezra in the seventh year 
of Artaxerxes Longimanus, in 457 B.c., referred 
to in Ezra vii. 7, 8,9. (4) And that to Nehemiah 
in the twentieth year of the same Artaxerxes, 
in 444 B.C., referred to in Nehemiah ii. I. 

A careful study of these decrees will show 
that the first two are not applicable to our 
present study, for they are concerned with the 
rebuilding—not of the City, but of the Temple 
at Jerusalem; whereas the Daniel prophecy 
expressly states that it is the restoration of the 
City from which calculation is made. 

The third, or Ezra, decree, in 457 B.C., was 
expressly a commandment to restore—not the 
temple which had already then been completed 
(Ezra vi. 15), but the City, and especially its 
wall. Daniel measures then from this: three 
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periods consisting of 7 weeks (49 years), then 
62 weeks (434 years), and then 1 week (7 years), 
or 70 weeks (490 years) in all, taken in succes- 
sion. 

The close of the first period of forty-nine 
years is in 408 B.c., the period when the work 
was completed, when Nehemiah ceased his 
great work of reform. The close of the long 
second period of 434 years, from B.c. 408, leads 
us to A.D. 26, the actual year in which Jesus 
Christ, who was born in 4 B.c., commenced His 
public ministry at the age of about thirty 
(Luke iii. 23), the year in which the ‘“ Most 
Holy ” was in fact “‘ anointed’ at His Baptism 
for His three years’ ministry. 

Thus from the commandment to restore and 
build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince 
was as a veritable fact exactly ‘‘ seven weeks 
and threescore and two weeks ”’ (Dan. ix. 25). 

The last outstanding seventieth week (of 
years) of the series is even more interesting in 
its features. Daniel states that during this 
week the Messiah should “ confirm the cove- 
nant with many,” which Christ assuredly did in 
His entire ministry, coming “not to destroy 
law, but to fulfil” (confirm) it. This He did by 
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public teaching, by parable, by works of mercy, 
not to the whole nation, but unquestionably to 
“many ’’; by instituting that Memorial Feast 
which was the New Testament (covenant) in 
His blood; and, finally, by the supreme offering 
of Himself upon the Cross—a covenant con- 
firmed (for the short remainder of the ‘‘ week ”’ 
after our Lord’s Ascension) by His Apostles to 
the Jewish nation, until with the conversion of 
Cornelius, in Acts x., it began to take a still 
wider range. 

But in Daniel’s foreview the Messiah Himself 
should not complete the last seven years, for 
“in the midst of the week He shall cause the 
sacrifice and the oblation to cease’”’ (Dan. ix. 
27); and this, unquestionably, Jesus Christ 
did. By the great antitypical sacrifice upon 
the Cross, at which He was at once Victim 
and High Priest, He rendered all past typical 
sacrifices henceforth unnecessary. ‘““ He taketh 
away the first ” (the Levitical sacrifices) “ that 
He may establish the second ”’ (His own offer- 
ing of Himself) (Heb. x. 9); while as to the 
future “‘ there remaineth no more sacrifice for 
sins,’ no future possible repetition or even 
re-presentation either of the type or antitype 
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There are other references in these few 
memorable verses of Daniel ix. to the Siege of 
Jerusalem, which followed later in the first 
century of our era, which it is beside our 
present purpose to investigate more closely: 
the ‘‘ people of the Prince that shall come” 
(verse 26)—namely, the Roman army under 
Titus, son of the reigning Emperor of Rome, ~ 
did actually invade Judea like “ a flood ’’—did 
actually destroy both “‘ city and Sanctuary.” 
Prophecy is extremely accurate, too, in phrase- 
ology. It was not Titus himself who committed 
or authorized the destructive act; he had 
expressly given instruction that the Temple 
was to be spared; but some of his legionaries, 
without orders, fired the Temple. Thus it was 
not “ the Prince’’ himself, but the “ people of 
the Prince.” All this we must pass by; our 
present point is solely concerned with noting 
the absolute accuracy of the chronological part 
of the prediction. 

If we knew the exact month in which our 
Lord was baptized, it would probably be found 
that the predicted interval was accurate to a 
month, possibly even toa day. For Ezra’s ex- 
pedition started from Babylon on the first day 
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of the first month (Nisan)—Ezra vii. 9; while, 
inasmuch as our Lord’s three years’ ministry 
seems to have included four Passovers, which 
occurred always in the first month, His baptism 
also probably took place in the first month 
(Nisan); but concerning this we have only the 
light of inference. 

We have not yet examined the last of the 
four Restoration Edicts—that connected with 
Nehemiah in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes, 
in 444 B.c. This was not an original order 
like its predecessor; it was merely confirmatory 
of that previously given thirteen years before, 
and therefore is not of the same importance. 
It is, however, deeply interesting to note that, 
measured by lunar years of 354 days instead 
of ordinary solar years (and the Jewish calendar 
was largely based upon the motions of the 
moon), the interval between Nehemiah’s 
departure on his journey in the month of 
Nisan, 444 B.c., to the date of the Crucifixion 
of our Lord in the same month of 29 A.D., 
though 472 ordinary solar years, is 4864 such 
lunar years exactly. That is to say, on the 
scale of shorter lunar years from the latest of 
the decrees, the period to the Crucifixion is 
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again precisely that stated in the prophecy— 
certainly to a month, very possibly to a day— 
namely, sixty-nine and a half weeks (of years), 
the Messiah being cut off in the exact middle of 
the seventieth week. 


The main conclusion arising out of these 
exact fulfilments, to which the reader’s chief 
attention is now invited, is this: that the year- 
day principle in the interpretation of prophecy 
is a true principle ; that periods measured by 
days in the prophetic vision are to be measured 
by the same number of years in the larger scale 
of historic occurrence. A map of England is a 
precise representation of the country on a very 
reduced scale, so many inches on the map 
representing so many scores or hundreds of 
miles of territory; but the reduction is pro- 
portionate throughout; an inch at the top of 
the sheet represents the same number of miles 
as an inch at the foot or sides, while half an 
inch represents half that number wherever it 
be taken; otherwise, indeed, it would present 
a very distorted idea of the country. Just so 
prophecy is not only a description of events 
yet to come, but it is often a description in 
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miniature. An empire or series of empires 
in history may be represented as the figure of 
a man in vision; so the lapse of time is reduced 
in like proportion, and a year is represented as 
a day. 

Nor is the illustration here examined the 
only instance in Scripture of the year-day 
principle, though it is in all respects a cogent 
one. The same scale appears elsewhere. In 
Numbers xiv. 34 the forty years’ wandering of 
the Israelites in the wilderness was predicted to 
continue for the same number of years as the 
spies had occupied days in searching the pro- 
mised land—‘‘ After the number of the days in 
which ye searched the land, even forty days, 
each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, 
even forty years.”” Still another illustration of 
the year-day principle occurs in Ezekiel iv. 6. 
Ezekiel was directed to delineate upon a tile a 
representation in miniature of a siege of 
Jerusalem, and was himself to lie a certain 
number of days upon his side to represent the 
years of national calamity—‘‘ Lie again on 
thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity 
of the house of Judah forty days; I have 
appointed thee each day for a year.”’ 


38 THE NEARNESS OF 


We may take it, then, as a clearly ascertained 
fact that in the interpretation of chronological 
prophecies of Holy Scripture a day represents 
a year; the period of the earth’s rotation on its 
axis is used as the natural miniature to represent 
the period of its revolution round the sun. 


And let us not fail to glean two incidental 
lessons, which like corollaries are evident from 
this study. By what power can Daniel, writing 
500 years before the occurrence, have predicted 
—not in general terms, but with precise and 
minute accuracy—the date of a far-off event, 
an event of which there was not the faintest 
sign discernible by unaided human conjecture 
when he wrote ? 

What but the direct inspiration of Him who 
knows the end from the beginning, and to whom 
the future, however distant, lies open like a 
book? What a light, then, this study casts 
upon the whole question of inspiration ! Those, 
surely, stand upon the safest ground who accept 
it in reverence and simplicity as a veritable 
fact, even in connection with one of the most 
debated books of the Old Testament. 

Observe, too, one more fact: that the line of 
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thought which has now been occupying us is 
wholly independent of the date of the Book of 
Daniel. Whether it was written 500 years before 
the world’s first Christmas Day, or whether it 
was fifty (and no one has ever suggested so late 
an authorship), the predicted interval was ful- 
filled with the same precision. It was an exact 
prediction, exactly fulfilled, whenever the actual 
record of it was made. Therefore, surely it is 
safer to assume that a writer who was so accur- 
ately guided in one matter may be trusted at 
least to be telling the truth concerning the date 
at which he claims to have written. 

In truth, prophetic study has a complete 
answer to critics, however learned and of what- 
ever school, who would undermine either the 
inspiration or the authenticity of this remark- 
able book. i A 


Ed ou 


IV 


THE ‘‘ GREAT SEVEN TIMES ” 


HUS far, then, we have been occupied 

with generally accepted interpretations. 
The fulfilment in history of the image of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s vision, and the exact fulfil- 
ment in years of the seventy weeks (490 days) 
of Daniel ix., are perfectly familiar to all real 
students of the Bible, and are practically un- 
questioned by them; we have examined them 
now only in order to have a sure foundation 
upon which to build the remainder of our 
inquiry, carefully observing their respective 
conclusions—(1) that we are living in an 
epoch during the course of which (generally 
speaking) we may expect the arrival of the 
kingdom of Christ upon earth; and (2) that the 
year-day principle of interpreting prophecy 
whereby a prophetic “day” represents an 
actual year, is a true principle, for it has in 
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fact been so verified in history. We shall now 
utilize these conclusions in other directions in 
our search for more precise indications of our 
present chronological position in God’s provi- 
dential scheme. 

We turn, then, to another chronological 
period in Scripture which merits careful ex- 
amination. It is the “‘ great seven times.” 
Now, a “time” in prophecy would appear 
not to be an indefinite statement, but one 
which has a very precise significance. Have 
we the means of ascertaining what that 
meaning is ? 

In the twenty-sixth chapter of Leviticus 
this period is four times referred to as the 
period during which God would punish the 
Israelites for their national sins, if they should 
refuse to listen to and obey His expressed 
Will. For instance, in verse 18, “If ye will 
not for all this hearken unto Me, then I will 
punish you seven times more for your sins ”’; 
so in verses 21, 24, and 28, a fourfold repeti- 
tion of the same warning in practically the 
same terms. Here the “seven times’ is 
first revealed as the future period of national 
punishment for national apostasy. But how 
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long that period was to last, what precise 
number of years it represented, was not as yet 
revealed. Whether it would be measurable 
by months or years, or, as we now know to 
be the case, by weary centuries of national 
degradation and dispersion, could not then be 
even conjectured. 

This period again occurs in the Book of 
Daniel. In the fourth chapter of that book 
is recorded a second vision seen by the Baby- 
lonian monarch Nebuchadnezzar. Into the 
details of that vision it is beside our present 
purpose to enter, except to notice that for a 
definite period the monarch was to become 
insane: “ Let his heart be changed from man’s, 
and let a beast’s heart be given unto him; 
and let seven times pass over him ”’ (verse 16). 
So again in verse 23: “‘ Let his portion be with 
the beasts of the field, till seven times pass 
over him.” 

To the King himself no doubt this period 
was the comparatively short one of seven 
actual years, at the close of which his ‘‘ reason 
and understanding returned unto him.” 
But if the prophecy had no more than a 
personal reference, there would be no reason 
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why the enigmatic term “seven times” 
should not have been plainly announced as 
seven years. The fact that the more cryptic 
term is adopted warns the Bible student 
that it has a further, if secondary, signifi- 
cance. 

Now, it must be remembered that Nebu- 
chadnezzar was a singularly symbolic per- 
sonage. The statement after his previous 
vision, “‘ Thou art this head of gold,” suffi- 
ciently indicated the fact. His empire was 
the start and origin of that sequence of em- 
pires which has had such a devastating and 
paralyzing effect upon God’s chosen race, 
the Jews. His was to be the arm which 
should lay low the throne of Judah, which 
should lead the chosen race into captivity, 
and so inaugurate the “ times of the Gentiles ” 
—these age-long “ times’? when the Jew 
should be under foreign control, and the 
Holy City itself trodden down by the Gentile 
invader. 

It might be anticipated, therefore, that the 
“seven times’ which were to pass over the 
monarch, and which to him personally pre- 
saged as many years during which his glory 
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should suffer eclipse, and he himself be an 
outcast, under the control of others—that 
these ‘‘ seven times ’’ should have a secondary 
reference to a much longer interval when 
applied to that Imperial system of which he 
was the commencement—a system of succes- 
sive empires under which the Jewish nation 
should suffer eclipse, and they themselves be 
outcasts, their national destinies passing under 
foreign control. 

What, then, is this period of the great 
“seven times ’’? Have we any clue ? 

Now, it will be noticed that prophecy con- 
templates the division of this period into 
halves, for on two occasions in the Book of 
Daniel we find an allusion to a period de- 
scribed as a “ time, times, and a half ’’—that 
is, three and a half such “ times.”’ It is during 
this (shorter) period that the closing phase 
should be witnessed ‘‘ when he shall have 
accomplished to scatter the holy people ”’ (Dan 
xli. 7). It is for this same period that the 


ce 


power represented by the “little horn” of 
Daniel vii. 8 should ‘‘ wear out the saints of the 
most High . . . and they shall be given into 
his hand until a time, times, and the dividing 
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of time ”’ (vii. 25). Thus, the period “ time, 
times, and a half” is identical with the three 
and a half “times” constituting the latter 
half of the great ‘“‘ seven times.” 

Turning now to the Book of the Revela- 
tion, we find further reference to this period 
of three and a half times. Here, however, 
the Divine Word gives us the important clue 
of describing the period in alternative lan- 
guage, yet with sufficient points of contact 
with the Daniel statements to show clearly 
that it is the same period and none other. 
In Revelation xi., xii., and xiii. no less than 
five references are made to this period under 
review. Once it is again called “time, times, 
and half a time” (Rev. xii. 14), thus form- 
ing a point of contact with the Daniel state- 
ments; twice it is called 1,260 days (Rev. 
xi. 3 and xii. 6); and twice it is called forty- 
two months (Rev. xi. 2 and xiii. 5), a period 
which would, of course, contain just that 
number of days (reckoning thirty days as the 
normal or average calendar month). 

That these references in Daniel and the 
Revelation are identical will be evident to 
the careful student. Whichever terms are 
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used, the period is one and the same. No 
one can doubt that whatever the Power may 
be which is described in Daniel vii. as the 
fourth beast, it is without question identically 
the same as that described in Revelation xiii. 
as a beast rising out of the sea; the points of — 
similarity are too striking to admit of doubt. 
Let the reader take two Bibles, opening one 
at Daniel vii. and the other at Revelation xiii., 
and make the comparison for himself. In 
both cases there are ten horns (or derivative 
kingdoms, as in the image of Daniel ii.); in 
both cases there is “‘a mouth speaking great 
things ’’—1.e., with self-exalting claims or 
pretensions; in both cases the Power repre- 
sented ‘‘ makes war with the saints’; in both 
cases the end is the same. The points of 
similarity are sufficient to produce the con- 
viction that we are looking at two portraits, 
differing, no doubt, in treatment and in the 
details brought out and accentuated in each 
case, but different portraits of one and the 
same thing. The pictures are two, the artists 
are two, but the sitter is the same. We stay 
not now to identify the portrait; our present 
point is that the duration assigned to each is 
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(therefore) the same, though in one case the 
Power represented is described as enduring. 
for “a time, times, and the dividing of time,” 
and in the other as lasting for “ forty and two 
months.” 

As though to make assurance doubly sure 
as to the identity of the period thus variously 
described, we have another pair of references 
in Revelation xii. 6 and 14. Whatever mean- 
ing we assign there to the woman fleeing 
into the wilderness (and it is not our present 
point to inquire), it is beyond all question 
that verse 6 and verse 14 refer to the same 
event, whatever it may be; yet in one the 
duration of the sojourn is “‘ time, times, and half 
a time,” and in the other it is “1,260 days.” 

Does anyone doubt the identity after this ? 
Then a third pair of references are given. 
Evidently the inspiring Spirit regards it so 
supremely important that the child of God 
should have a clear understanding of the 
point, that He gives a triple chain of evidence, 
each corroborating the other two in geometrical 
ratio. In two successive verses (Rev. xi. 2, 3) 
this period (in quite another connection) is 
described both as “ forty and two months” 
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and as ‘‘ 1,260 days,’”’ which is called in the 
second Daniel reference ‘‘ time, times, and a 
half ’’ (Dan. xi. 7). 

See, then, the strength of the chain: 


I. Time, times, and a half = forty-two 
months; by comparing Daniel vil. 25 
and Revelation xiii. 5, which both 
describe the same phenomenon. 

2. Time, times, and a half=1,260 days; 
by comparing Revelation xii. 6 and 14, 
which describe the same event, but 
different from the former. 

3. Forty-two months = 1,260 days; by 
comparing Revelation xi. 2 and 3. 
And both these=time, times, and a 
half by adding Daniel xii. 7, all of 
which describe the same event, but 
different from either of the former 
two. 


The conclusion is absolutely forced upon the 
reader that these three periods are each of 
them equal to one another, and they are, in 
fact, one and the same, by whichever phrase 
described. 
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Now, we have already seen that the prophetic 
“day” has been fulfilled in history as an actual 
year ; that it was so fulfilled in the crucial 
case of a prediction in Daniel ix. concerning 
the interval to elapse before the first coming 
of our Lord. Applying, then, that scale (the 
year-day scale) to this investigation, we are led 
to the conclusion that the prophetic phrase 
“ three and a half times ” represents in actual 
history the long period of 1,260 years. 

Then, also, it follows that doubles of these 
are also equal; in other words, seven prophetic 
“times” are equal to 2,520 years. This immense 
stretch of time is the period then referred to 
when we speak of the “ great seven times.” 
Compared with it, human life seems small 
indeed; during such an epoch generation after 
generation comes and goes; century after cen- 
tury rolls into the past. Yet this is the pre- 
ordained epoch during which the succession 
of empires represented in Nebuchadnezzar’s 
image is to last before they are superseded by 
the ‘‘ stone cut without hands,” and of which 
that monarch was himself the representative 
and “head.” Prophecy gains clearness as it 
proceeds; it shows detail after detail with 
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greater clearness of view in subsequent reve- 
lations; shows how the latter half of this 
immense ‘ shall have certain 
distinctive characteristics; shows added fea- 
tures not before revealed. But upon the whole 
period the later prophecies do but cast back 
yet clearer light. 

Just as the astronomer in examining a 


d 


‘week of times’ 


nebula starts his examination with a low power, 
magnifying only, perhaps, sixty or seventy 
diameters, in order to gain a clear view of 
the whole object and the interrelation of 
parts, afterwards adds higher and yet higher 
powers, losing, it may be, thereby the com- 
prehensive view of the whole, but so that he 
may more minutely study structure and detail, 
so the earlier Leviticus prophecy of a national 
punishment of “seven times,” could merely 
convey a general notion of a _ protracted 
period; it could convey no precise chronologi- 
cal idea. The later Daniel prophecy began 
to show in clearer detail that the period, 
though long, was not indefinite, during which 
the Jewish race should suffer under foreign 
aggression and foreign control. It was re- 
served for the latest inspired predictions in 


OUR LORD’S RETURN 51 


the last book of the sacred canon to show, 
when compared with the earlier, that the 
“times” of the Gentiles were to be the exact 
period of 2,520 years. Such, then, was the 
period to which our Lord Himself referred 
when predicting that Jerusalem should be 
trodden down of the Gentiles “until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled’? (Luke 
xxi. 24). When the Saviour spoke, a large 
portion of those “times” had already run 
their course; ever since Nebuchadnezzar’s 
day, 600 years before, the Jewish race had 
been under the heel of the Gentile. It 
remains so still. Through weary centuries 
this wonderful race has suffered oppression, 
degradation, dispersion among other nations. 
But, marvel of marvels, it has never lost its 
national identity. There are Russian Jews, 
German Jews, English Jews, and many an- 
other; but they are Jews still. Scattered 
throughout the world, a people without a 
home, a nation without a land, they constitute 
one of the miracles of history. Other races 
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Jew remains, distinct and persistent, preserved 
for his great future. It is because “ the gifts 
and calling of God are without repentance.” 
Was the land promised to Abraham and his 
seed ‘‘for ever”? Then that promise shall 
be fulfilled. Was it predicted to the virgin 
of Nazareth that her Child “shall be great, 

. and the Lord God shall give unto Him 
the throne of His father David, and He shall 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and 
of His kingdom there shall be no end”? 
(Luke 1. 32, 33). Then He will surely return 
to ascend that throne. Its last occupant, 
Jehoiakin, was dragged a captive to Babylon 
in B.C. 598; his successor, Zedekiah, never 
really reigned at all, and even his nominal 
sovereignty was finally extinguished in 587 B.c. 
Since then the throne of Judah has been vacant. 
But it will one day be filled again, despite all 
that the forces of this world can do: “I will 
overturn, overturn, overturn it; and it shall be 
no more, UNTIL HE COME WHOSE RIGHT IT Is; 
AND I WILL GIVE IT Him ” (Ezek. xxi. 27). 


V 


OPENING AND CLOSING ERAS 


HE question which will now irresistibly 
assert itself in the mind of the reader who 
may have followed our train of reasoning up to 
this point is: At what point of time do the 
““ great seven times ”’ close, assuming that they 
denote a period of 2,520 years? To that ques- 
tion we shall now proceed to endeavour to 
find an answer; and therein lies the supreme 
interest of this line of study to us who live in 
the present age. 

The matter, however, is not quite so simple 
as it might at first sight appear, if we are to 
arrive at a true conclusion. We shall, there- 
fore, endeavour to simplify it as much as 
possible. 

There are several complicating circum- 
stances which must first be recognized. 

1. For one thing, it would appear that at 
least three different scales of years are em- 
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ployed in the sacred writings. We have 
already observed that the seventy weeks of 
Daniel ix. are fulfilled both upon the scale of 
ordinary solar years, and also with at least 
equal accuracy upon the shorter scale of 
lunar years. There is also a year of inter- 
mediate length, consisting of 360 days, which 
sometimes appears to be employed. All three 
of these different kinds of years seem to be 
within the purview of prophetic utterance, and 
certainly the tracing of them all to their con- 
clusion is an exceedingly interesting, if some- 
what complicated, study. 

For the sake of simplicity, and in order to 
avoid confusing the issues, we shall on the 
present occasion ignore both of the shorter 
denominations of years (the lunar and the 
calendar) as being of minor importance, and 
confine our thoughts wholly to the ordinary 
solar year of 365 days, remarking, however, 
that this simplification inevitably leaves out of 
account many conclusions which are of surpass- 
ing interest, and which greatly corroborate the 
whole system of interpretation. 

2. A second consideration must not be 
thus left out of the account. When searching 
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for the starting-point from which to measure the 
“seven times,” or ‘‘ times” of Gentile rule over 
the Jewish nation, we are immediately arrested 
by the fact that no one date can be singled out 
as being the sole point of departure. The 
captivities were a gradual process; their com- 
mencement formed an epoch rather than a 
fixed year. We can see that up to a certain 
year the Jewish nation enjoyed complete inde- 
pendence, and therefore that the ‘‘ times of the 
Gentiles ”’ had not then commenced. We can 
see that after that moment, though still 
independent, the nation suffered, and suffered 
increasingly, from foreign aggression; but 
that it was not until many years afterwards 
that complete political effacement occurred. 
Just as in observing a total eclipse of the 
moon it is impossible by mere observation to 
tell the exact instant when the eclipse begins; 
you can say that up to a point the brightness 
of our satellite seems undiminished, and that 
shortly afterwards you think you observe a 
slight loss of light at one point; a few moments 
later you are sure of it. Yet even that is but 
the penumbra, or half-shadow, of the earth 
upon the lunar disc; the total phase has not 
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even begun, and, in fact, only follows many 
minutes later. Still, though gradual, the 
eclipse is obviously in progress. Comparing 
one instant with another, you are conscious 
of deepening gloom, until finally the whole of 
our satellite is—not blotted out, but suffused 
with that copper-coloured hue which so often 
accompanies a total eclipse. This illustration, 
too, for another reason is not inappropriate. 
At the close of the eclipse the shadow passes 
off from the moon in precisely the same 
gradual way as it began, and in reverse order. 
First the coppery tint characteristic of totality 
begins to fade; then the boundary between 
the total and the partial phase passes over the 
moon’s brightening face. After this the lessen- 
ing shadow can only just touch a limb of the 
disc, and finally passes off altogether ; the 
moon shines out in all her former purity; the 
eclipse is over. 

Just so in the eclipse of God’s chosen nation 
the Jews, if we may compare an affair of hours 
with an age-long obscuration lasting twenty- 
five centuries. The commencement of this 
dispensational eclipse is gradual ; its whole 
initial phase is an epoch rather than a year. 
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Salient dates may be, however, noted when the 
national degradation becomes obviously more 
pronounced, until the age-long phase of 
national eclipse supervenes, and persists for 
centuries. But brighter and more glorious 
things await the suffering race; the predicted 
time arrives when its long night shall be over. 
But not all at once, nor in any one year. The 
final phases are as gradual as the initial. 
Salient points may, however, again be observed 
indicating definite stages in the emancipation 
and restoration of the chosen race, corre- 
sponding to similar stages of gathering gloom 
centuries before. 

The question, then, which is now before us 
is this: Can we lay an historical finger upon 
salient dates in the captivity era, and measur- 
ing from each one the prophetic “‘ seven times ”’ 
(or 2,520 years) find that they lead us to 
similarly salient dates in the closing epoch, 
at which there is an obvious improvement in 
the national hopes of the Jewish people? If 
so, we shall know that we are upon the right 
track, and shall incidentally gain firmer con- 
viction that our whole system of interpretation 
is correct. 
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1. Now, the commencement of the Baby- 
lonian Empire was not in the days of 
Nebuchadnezzar at all, but considerably 
earlier. Its foundation was laid by a prede- 
cessor of his, Nabonassar, in the year 747 B.C., 
a date which is one of the most clearly 
marked of all the dates of antiquity, inasmuch 
as it is the commencing year of an era of 
reckoning as celebrated in a bygone age as 
that of the Christian era is with us. It is a 
date, moreover, which has been confirmed by 
astronomical measurements based on certain 
ancient eclipses, referred to in the canon of 
Ptolemy, and capable, therefore, of precise 
verification. Here was the real origin of that 
“head of gold ”’ of which Nebuchadnezzar was 
in a later day the type and representative; 
here, in fact, was the earliest possible com- 
mencement of that system of Gentile empires 
destined to have such a blighting influence 
over the people of God; here was the first 
and faintest contact of the penumbra of their 
eclipse, of which a later generation was to 
witness the dread totality. 

Measuring, then, the “ great seven times ”’ 
(2,520 years) from 747 B.C., we shall not expect 
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to be conducted to a date in the closing epoch 
marked by any finality; it will be a date, on the 
contrary, which will only be the earliest pos- 
sible commencement viewed by the most care- 
ful and scrutinizing vision of any improvement 
in the fortunes of the Jews. The date is that 
of A.D. 1774 (one year being always necessarily 
added when reckoning from B.c. to A.D., and 
vice versa), a date which, though comparatively 
modern, is really long ago. 

Was there anything remarkable about this 
year, remembering its initial character? The 
answer is not far to seek. A.D. 1774 was the 
year which witnessed that series of crushing 
defeats inflicted by Russia and Austria upon 
Turkey, the Power which held (and still holds) 
Palestine in its fast-weakening grip, the Power 
by whom Jerusalem has long been “ trodden 
down of the Gentiles.’”’ These were defeats 
following a long unbroken peace in the Turkish 
Empire, during which it had reached the 
climax of its development; they were defeats 
which culminated in the humiliating Peace of 
Kainardje, by which Russia obtained large 
slices of Turkish territory; defeats which were 
the first sign of that waning of the Turkish 


60 THE NEARNESS OF 


Crescent, the continuation of which is so 
marked a feature in our own day. 

Moreover, 1774 was the moment when in 
Germany Moses Mendelssohn, grandfather of 
the composer, a Jew, was exercising a potent 
influence for the amelioration of the lot of his 
race. ‘‘ The modern history of the (Jewish) race 
in its political and intellectual emancipation 
begins with Moses Mendelssohn ”’ (“ Encyclo- 
peedia Britannica,” article ‘‘ Jews, Modern ”’). 

Also, 1774 was the year which witnessed the 
accession of Louis XVI. of France and of his 
Queen, Marie Antoinette, who both lost their 
crowns and their lives in the throes of that 
French Revolution which has had so profound 
an effect upon subsequent history throughout 
Europe. 

Immediately following this date the progress 
of Jewish emancipation obviously began to 
gather strength. Laws directed to that end 
were passed in the United States in 1776, in 
Austria in 1780, in France in 1788, where the 
emancipation of the Jews was completed in the 
Revolution. In Russia Alexander I. revoked 
in 1805 the edict of Jewish banishment, while 
in many other countries, including our own, 
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the growth of the movement can thenceforward 
be readily traced. 

Here, then, is a remarkable correspondence. 
One ancient date stands out prominently as the 
conspicuous beginning of the epoch inaugu- 
rating Jewish national degradation; another 
date, a modern one, is equally conspicuous as 
the earliest commencement of an epoch of 
striking revival of Jewish national vitality. 
We measure the interval between them, and 
find it 2,520 years exactly. Is this mere 
chance ? 

2. Inquire further. Look again at the com- 
mencing epoch to ascertain another clearly 
marked crisis in the loss of Jewish indepen- 
dence. The invasion of the Assyrian King 
Shalmaneser in 723 B.C. is obviously such. His 
attack was directed not against the southern 
kingdom of Judah, but against Samaria, which 
he besieged for three years, taking that city in 
721 B.C., and so finally terminating the political 
existence of the northern kingdom of Israel 
(2 Kings xvii. 5, 6), and carrying away captive 
its inhabitants to Assyria, while Judah. and 
Jerusalem remained to await a similar fate a 
century or more later. 
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Measuring 2,520 years from this date, 723-1 
B.C., we are led to the years 1798-1800. Weask 
whether those years were of any unusual sig- 
nificance in modern Europe. Truly the events 
of this period were portentous. Napoleon 
Bonaparte had just risen into prominence. In 
1798, having overthrown the Papal Govern- 
ment and humiliated the Pope, he turned his 
attention to Egypt, then a province of the 
Turkish Ottoman Empire, and was furnished 
by the Directory with a fleet and an army for © 
the purpose. Having landed, he marched on 
Cairo, which he speedily took, and with it the 
whole of Egypt at one blow. The Ottoman 
Porte thereupon declared war on France. This 
has been called the beginning of the new politics 
of the Mohammedans in Europe, the beginning 
of the end for them. In the following year 
Napoleon made himself First Consul, and thus 
the French Revolution entered upon its final 
phase. 

3. A third highly critical time in the cap- 
tivity era was unquestionably the invasion of 
Judea by Sennacherib in the reign of the good 
King Hezekiah, which brought Jerusalem to 
the verge of ruin—a ruin from which the rem- 
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nant of the nation was, however, saved by faith 
and prayer, and the invading hosts destroyed | 
by the direct interposition of Jehovah (2 Kings 
x1x. 35). This was a matter not of one year, 
but of four or five, and the dates were 713- 
708 B.C. 

Again measure from these dates the pro- 
phetic period of 2,520 years, and whither are 
we led? We are led to the period a.p. 1808- 
1812. Were those dates in any way remark- 
able? They were those which witnessed the 
destructive wars of Napoleon, his fatal march 
to Moscow, from which he had to retreat with 
but a handful of his once mighty army; of 
450,000 French troops who had gone forth, 
probably not 100,000 returned. This was the 
beginning of the end of the meteoric career of 
one of the most striking and one of the most 
ruthless personalities of modern times. 

Indeed, the parallel between these two great 
military commanders—one in ancient times, 
one in comparatively modern—Sennacherib 
and Napoleon I., is too close to be missed 
by the prophetic student. The ravages of 
Sennacherib formed a marked stage in the fall 
of Judah; the campaigns of Napoleon I. formed 
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a most obvious stage in the restoration of Judah, 
by his ferocious attack upon the Powers which 
persecuted the chosen race. The interval 
which separated these two leaders of men was 
2,520 years. 

4. A fourth date in the captivity era arrests 
attention as being one of special disaster and 
humiliation to Judah. The date is 676 B.c. 
The King of Judah was then the feeble and 
iniquitous Manasseh, who “ made Judah and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err and to do 
worse than the heathen. ... Wherefore the 
Lord brought ‘upon them the captains of the 
host of the King of Assyria ’”’ (7.e., Esarhaddon, 
son of Sennacherib), ‘‘ which took Manasseh 
among the thorns, and bound him with fetters, 
and carried him to Babylon”’ (2 Chron. xxiii. 
Q, II). 

Turning again to the modern age, a salient 
date in the reviving fortunes of the Jews is that 
date in which Turkey, the Power holding Pales- 
tine, was compelled by the European Powers 
to abandon for ever its previous policy of 
mutilation and execution for all who abjured 
the creed of Islam. The compulsory publica- 
tion of the decree of religious toleration not 
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only gave freedom to Jews to worship the one 
true God, but was also a clearly marked stage 
in the gradual diminution of Ottoman power. 
The date of this decree was A.D. 1844, and the 
interval between it and Esarhaddon’s invasion 
was exactly 2,520 years 

5. Three more ancient dates await our con- 
sideration, and they were the three most 
obviously decisive and fatal of all in the gradual 
fall of the throne of Judah and the subjugation 
of its people to Gentile control. 

The fifth prominent date is 606-5 B.C. 
Nebuchadnezzar was in command of the forces 
of Babylon, while the King of Judah was 
Jehoiakim. “In his days Nebuchadnezzar, 
King of Babylon, came up, and Jehoiakim 
became his servant . . . and the Lord sent 
against him bands of the Chaldees ... and 
sent them against Judah to destroy it ’ (2 Kings 
xxiv. I, 2). But the throne of Judah even yet 
continued for a little while, though many of 
the people were led into captivity. 

A period of 2,520 years from this point lead 
to the yet future year 1915-16. What will it 
bring? We forbear to speculate further than 
to say probably some marked stage in the 
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restoration of the Jewish people or the revival 
of their national life. 

6. Still more fatal to the reigning house of 
David was the year 598 B.c. Other years were, 
as we have seen, fraught with disaster to the 
people ; this was peculiarly fatal to the throne of 
Judah. Its occupant was now Jehoiachin (or 
Coniah), so frequently mentioned in the prophe- 
cies of Jeremiah; indeed, this date might be 
marked as the principal crisis of the whole 
captivity epoch. ‘ At that time the servants of 
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, came up 
against Jerusalem and the city was besieged. 
And Jehoiachin, King of Judah, went out to the 
King of Babylon . .. and the King of Babylon 
took him in the eighth year of his reign... 
and he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the 
princes, and all the mighty men of valour” 
(2 Kings xxiv. 10-14). ‘“‘ And all the vessels of 
the house of God, great and small, and the 
treasures of the house of the Lord, and the 
treasures of the King and of his princes, all 
these he brought to Babylon. And they burnt 
the house of God and brake down the wall 
of Jerusalem ”’ (2 Chron. xxxvi. 18, 19). 
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Here the captivity was almost complete; here 
was disaster indeed; here the “ times of the 
Gentiles ’’ were seen in full course. The melan- 
choly writings of Jeremiah form an eloquent 
and pathetic commentary upon this period. 
“ How doth the city sit solitary, that was full 
of people! how is she become a widow! she 
that was great among the nations, and princess 
among the provinces, how is she become 


tributary !’”’ “ Zion spreadeth forth her hands 
and there is none to comfort her” (Lam. 
ants 17): 


Again we take the prophetic measuring-rod. 
To what does it point? From 508 B.c. the 
space of 2,520 years brings us inevitably to 
A.D. 1923. What will that year bring? Again 
we forbear to speculate. But just as the 
ancient year was signally fatal to the throne of 
Judah, so will the future year probably bring 
some striking stage in the restoration of that 
throne. Whether this will be the most 
momentous event of all, or whether that event 
will already have previously occurred, or 
whether it will be yet a little delayed, we dare 
not forecast. All we dare venture is to re- 
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member the words of our Divine Lord: ‘* When 
these things begin to come to pass, then look 
up, and lift up your heads, for your redemption 
draweth nigh ” (Luke xxi. 28). 

7. There remains still one last date to 
examine in this connection. It was not so 
peculiarly disastrous to the throne of Judah; 
that was, as we have just seen, practically 
“overturned” already. One last King was, 
indeed, permitted by the Babylonian conqueror 
to assume the royal title, but his sovereignty 
was little more than nominal. This was Zede- 
kiah, uncle to Jehoiachin, and the last of 
David’s line to hold even nominally the sceptre. 
The date of this last invasion was 587 B.C., 
eleven years after our previous date. The 
incidents of this are recorded in 2 Kings xxv. 
1-21. Zedekiah was brought to Babylon, 
where a miserable end awaited him; while at 
Jerusalem the city and the Temple were finally 
destroyed “ in the fifth month, on the seventh 
day of the month ”’ (verse 8). 

Again we apply the prophetic measure: 
2,520 years from this final date bring us to 
A.D. 1934, which is thus indicated as the final 
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close of the “‘ times of the Gentiles,’’ reckoned 
from the latest commencing year and upon the 
longest scale. What its events will be likely to 
be we refrain from surmising, except to note 
that we may well believe that it will be charac- 
terized by some complete and final stage in the 
restoration of the national and religious life of 
the Jewish race. All we can say is that in 
this date we appear to reach the final date of 
the “‘ great seven times.’’ It may not be the 
moment when the “ blessed hope ”’ is realized; 
that may, indeed, have previously occurred. 
We can well suppose that the establishment of 
Christ’s kingdom upon earth may not be instan- 
taneous; it may be a matter, perhaps, of months 
or years, in which case the date under con- 
sideration would indicate the establishment of 
some more complete phase of His glorious 
rule, for the corresponding date in the days of 
Zedekiah, though the most final and complete, 
was not the most distinctly critical of the 
series. 

To what conclusion, then, does this study 
lead us? Irresistibly to this: that though we 
dare not rashly attempt to forecast the date 
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of our Lord’s return, yet we perceive most 
definitely that we are living in times exceed- 
ingly near to that event; that though the 
throne of Judah is still vacant and the Holy 
City under Gentile rule, yet the grip of the 
invader is obviously loosening, and the Power 
which in our own day has lost Cyprus, Egypt, 
Tripoli, and, as we write, Albania, Macedon, 
Thrace (practically all its European posses- 
sions), and has its very capital threatened, 
will shortly also be confronted by a Syrian 
problem, which, indeed, already looms in the 
distance. 

This conviction that our Lord is at hand is 
based, therefore, not upon vague generalities, 
not upon debatable estimates as to the char- 
acter and trend of our times, but upon a 
reverent study of precise statements in the 
inspired Word of God, compared with actual 
occurrences of history. It is thus a convic- 
tion which, as we claimed at the outset, is 
real, sane, and Scriptural. We predict no 
dates for the “ glorious appearing,” though we 
certainly see three or four just ahead indi-. 
eating important and even critical stages in 


OUR LORD’S RETURN ae: 


the revealed and fast-developing scheme of 
God’s government of the world. It is for us 
to remember our Lord’s own command to 
“Watch,” and so much the more as we see 
the day so fast approaching. 


VI 


THE WESTERN APOSTASY 


HE course of our study of chronological 

prophecy has so far brought us to certain 
conclusions with respect to the nearness of the 
Second Advent. Those conclusions are based, 
it will be observed, not upon general impres- 
sions as to the character of our times, concern- 
ing which various opinions might reasonably 
be held. We have purposely avoided any such 
debatable ground, and have confined our 
attention to a comparison between predictions 
in Scripture and well-authenticated occurrences 
in history. As a result of this we have ob- 
served certain correspondences, not merely of 
predictions on the one hand and of facts on the 
other, but also of dates—dates foretold and 
dates fulfilled. Our endeavour, as stated at 
the outset, was to find grounds which were 
real, sane, and Scriptural, as contrasted with 
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such as might be described as fanciful, wild, or 
derived from human conjecture. 

We propose now to search in a somewhat 
different direction, yet with the same object 
in view, in order to ascertain whether such 
study will corroborate conclusions already 
reached. 

We have already found that the “ great seven 
times ”’ (or 2,520 years) is divided by prophecy 
into two halves, each containing, of course, 
1,260 years. We noticed the fact, but we did 
not then stay to notice that the latter half of 
the period, or three and a half ‘‘ times,” has a 
certain very definite and characteristic feature 
attached to it in Scripture. 

That feature is this: That certain apostasies, 
or perversions from the truth, should arise, and 
that they should endure for the whole three and 
a half ‘‘ times,’’ and that their close should occur 
at the time of the Second Advent. Here, then, 
is a line of study wholly independent of the 
former, and which is of great interest to the 
unprejudiced student of the Word of God. 
Clearly, if this study should at all corroborate 
our former conclusions, we shall perceive that 
our previous convictions are immeasurably 
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strengthened, that we are, in fact, upon the 
right track. 

Prophecy declares, then, that a great Power 
shall arise with strongly marked features, and 
with a definite duration. Let us piece together 
scattered references to this power, in order to 
ascertain its precise nature; after which we 
shall turn to history to ask whether or not 
any such power has ever appeared. 

1. The first reference to it is in Daniel vii. 
After describing the four wild animals seen in 
vision, descriptive as we have already seen of 
four world-empires, after describing the ten 
horns, or derivative kingdoms which should 
arise out of the last of the four empires, we 
are then shown “ another little horn ”’ (verse 8), 
an eleventh horn, with some clearly marked 
peculiarities. Chief of these may be noticed: 
that it appears “‘ among ”’ the other ten; that it 
has ‘‘ a mouth speaking great things ’’; that it 
shall “‘ wear out the saints of the Most High”’; 
that its power shall last for ‘‘ a time, and times, 
and the dividing of time” (verses 8 and 25); 
that its end should be unusual, being “ con- 
sumed and destroyed ”’ (verse 26)—1.¢., that it 
should first by a gradual process waste away, 
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and afterwards by a more sudden climax be 
annihilated, this ending being a very striking 
characteristic. 

2. We now turn to Revelation xiii., where we 
have another portrait of the same Power with 
added features. In verse I we again have the 
wild beast; again we have the ten horns; in 
addition there are “ upon his heads the name 
of blasphemy.” Again we have (verse 5) the 
mouth speaking great things and blasphemies. 
The duration is “‘ forty and two months ”’; while 
in verse 18 a mysterious number is somehow 
connected with the beast, the number being 
666. 

3. In Revelation xvii. we have a third portrait 
In verse 3 the beast is ‘“ scarlet coloured ’’; 
again with ‘“‘ the names of blasphemy,’ identify- 
ing it with (2). Again we have the ten horns; 
but now the beast carries a rider, a woman 
(‘the great whore’’), holding a golden cup 
(verse 4), containing the essence of the system 
which she represents. She is branded with 
the name of “‘ Mystery, Babylon the Great ”’ 
(verse 5); she is drunken (verse 6) with the blood 
of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs 
of Jesus; she is associated with “ seven moun- 
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tains’’ upon which she sits; and is also 
connected with an Imperial City (verse 18), 
‘“‘ which reigneth over the kings of the earth.” 
4. A fourth passage will give us another view 
by a wholly different writer. In 2 Thessalonians 
ii. we have the same power less symbolically 
described; there we have an apostasy (a 
“ falling away ’’) predicted as a ‘‘ man of sin,” 
who had not appeared in St. Paul’s day, but 
who should later be revealed. His character- 
istics are that he ‘“‘ opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or that is 
worshipped.” There was, however, some hin- 
dering force in existence (verse 6) when St. Paul 
wrote, which interfered with his appearance 
then, but which should be later on removed. 
The end of the power of evil should be pre- 
cisely what Daniel, centuries before, had 
described, he should be consumed and de- 
stroyed (verse 8)—‘‘ whom the Lord shall con- 
sume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall 
destroy with the brightness of His coming.” 
5. One last reference must be given. In 
I John i. 18 we have a prediction of some 
power there called the ‘“ Antichrist,” a word 
which denotes—not necessarily one who opposes 
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the true Christ, but one who is in some way a 
substitute for Christ. The Greek preposition 


a) 


“anti,” when thus used to form a compound, 
usually has the latter meaning, in the same 
sense as we use the prefix “ vice ’’ (as in vice- 
president or viceroy) to denote one who acts 
instead of an absent president or king. The 
English word “ vicar ”’ is derived from the same 
root (“vice’”’), and in its etymology denoted 
originally one who acted instead of an absent 
rector. In St. John’s day there were already 
“many antichrists,’’ many preliminary mani- 
festations of error (that is), precursors of the 
Antichrist whose actual appearance was then 
wholly future. In the next verse (19) it is 
stated that they “went out from us,” were 
derived, that is, from the Christian Church, 
but ‘‘ were not of us,’ not real sharers of our 
beliefs and our principles. 

For the sake of clearness let us recapitulate 
some of the main features of this extraordinary 
power, gathered by putting together these five 
different references, and omitting many minor 
points. 

1. The power, whatever it was, was to be 
derived in some way from the fourth or Roman 
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Empire, and was to be contemporary with its 
ten derivative kingdoms; it was not to arise 
before the latter appeared—that is, it was to 
appear at (or soon after) the time of the split 
up of the Roman Empire in A.D. 476, and not 
before that event. 

2. It was to be in some way connected with 
an Imperial City which was reigning in St. 
John’s day. 

3. It was to be connected with seven moun- 
tains or hills. 

4. It was to be derived from the Christian 
Church. 

5. It was to put forward arrogant, self-exalt- 
ing claims (‘‘ a mouth speaking great things ’’). 

6. It should offer a ‘“‘ mystery,” with the 
essence of its falsehood contained in a cup, 
by an authority clad in scarlet clothing. 

7. It would be a persecuting power, wearing 
out the saints of the Most High, drunken with 
the blood of the saints. 

8. It is presented as a false woman (“ the 
great whore ’’); and when we remember that 
the true Church of Christ is represented as a 
purified bride connected with a city (the 
heavenly Jerusalem), it is difficult to resist the 
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conclusion that it is some false Church which is 
here represented as by the parallel imagery of 
a false woman likewise connected with a city. 

g. By its name it represents one who offers, 
or claims to be, a substitute for Christ, who 
thus obscures in some way the Person and work 
of the Redeemer. 

10. The mystic cipher or number 666 should 
in some way be appropriate to it. 

11. It should last for 1,260 years; plainly, 
therefore, it is not to be a single individual. 

12. It should then be brought to an end by 
the peculiar process of first being gradually 
consumed by the Spirit of Jesus Christ’s 
mouth, and only finally and suddenly destroyed 
by His actual Return to earth. 


Now, here we have twelve distinct features 
given us by which this power or system, when 
it arises, may be recognized, most of them pre- 
‘dicted in New Testament times, that is, in the 
first century of our era, a few of them centuries 
before that, none of them later than A.D. 100. 
Obviously, no such system existed or ever had 
existed at the time of the prophecies, for they 
seemed most mysterious to that early genera- 
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tion; and naturally so, for these twelve features, 
to mention no others, appear extraordinary and 
wholly unintelligible, if not in some cases 
mutually inconsistent, until the key is found. 
Moreover, from a human standpoint, any one 
of them would seem most unlikely to occur; 
that they should ali be united in one system is 
wholly outside the region of probability, unless 
a foreseeing inspiration guided all the prophets 
concerned. 

Now, has any power or system at all resem- 
bling this ever appeared upon this globe ? If we 
are to be true to God’s Word, we must face the 
answer candidly; no unwillingness to wound, 
no charitable kindness of heart, no dread of 
being considered prejudiced or narrow, must 
be allowed to warp our reason. The details of 
the portrait are too accurate for the meaning to 
be missed: it is THE PAPAL CHURCH OF ROME. 
No other system or power has ever appeared 
containing even two or three of these features 
in combination. If:we should find them all 
reproduced in the Roman apostasy with pain- 
ful and striking accuracy, reason demands the 
only possible verdict. Let it be at once re- 
marked that it is not alleged that many excel- 
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lent God-fearing people may not be found 
within the borders of that Communion; many 
of its rulers may be, and unquestionably have 
been and are, men of devout piety, yet some of 
the Popes in the Middle Ages have been notori- 
ously wicked men. It is the system which stands 
condemned, and not individuals composing it; 
the system in its long historic past, rather than 
as it appears in our own more tolerant age. 
Godly men and women within it may be such 
through the working of the Divine Spirit in 
their hearts, in spite of their creed, rather than 
in consequence of it. 

But let us take the points one by one again 
for purposes of comparison and identification: 

1. That the Roman Church in its charac- 
teristic and territorial rule arose out of the 
Roman Empire is notorious. Though it had 
previously existed as a Church, one out of 
many, there was no room for it as a “ horn ”’ to 
hold sovereign territorial power as long as the 
Cesars ruled in Rome. After the fall of 
Romulus Augustulus, however, in A.D. 476, the 
last Emperor of the old Western Roman Em- 
pire, then the Bishops of Rome began to 


acquire enlarged and more distinctly Papal 
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powers. Up to that point the Cesars pre- 
vented the development. ‘‘ He who now let- 
teth, will let, until he be taken out of the way ” 
(2 Thess. ii. 7). After that, the removal of the 
Cesars gave scope for the aggrandizement of 
the Popes. Immediately as the ten horns grew 
up (the kingdoms into which the Western 
Roman Empire became divided), so this 
eleventh “little horn’ appeared—“ little ”’ in- 
asmuch as the Papal States were never large 
in area, but with an importance never pos- 
sessed by the other ten “ horns,” and exerting 
an ecclesiastical authority over them by their 
consent. Stages in the growth of Papal 
authority may be noted. Less than sixty 
years after the last Western Emperor, a 
decree was issued A.D. 533 by Justinian, the 
Emperor of the Eastern Empire, enthroned 
at Constantinople, recognizing the Papal 
authority, and constituting the Pope “ Head 
of all the Churches and of all the holy priests 
of God.” This date might be singled out as 
the real commencement of the Papal—as 
distinguished from the merely Episcopal— 
authority of the Bishops of Rome. A little 
later, in A.D. 607, the Emperor Phocas con- 
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firmed this primacy of the Popes by bestowing 
upon them the headship over all the Churches 
of Christendom, an event commemorated by 
a pillar erected in the Forum at Rome, the 
remains of which can still be seen there. 

2. The connection between the Church of 
Rome and an Imperial City is sufficiently 
obvious. At the time when St. John wrote the 
words there was one, and only one, city which 
“ reigneth (present tense) over the kings of the 
earth.”” That city was Rome, the mistress of 
the world, whose imperial sway was wellnigh 
universally acknowledged. The Church has 
always been known distinctively as that of the 
City, Rome. Indeed, it may be doubted whether 
there ever has been a Church so exclusively 
called by the name of a City since the close of 
the sacred canon. There have been many 
Churches named after countries—there have 
been the Greek Church, the Armenian, the 
Church of England; so also the Lutheran, the 
Old Catholic, and many another—but this is 
not the Church of Italy, but that of the City 
Rome, and its head has always been the Roman 
Pontiff. 

3. The reference to a “ City of Seven Hills ”’ 
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is again quite distinctive. The phrase has 
throughout the ages been characteristic of 
Rome, and Rome only. References as to this 
might occupy many pages; Virgil, Horace, 
Tibullus, Propertius, Ovid, Statius, Martial, all 
use the phrase as an alternative picturesque 
description of Rome; while on Roman coins 
the Imperial City was represented as a woman 
seated on seven hills. The reference, therefore, 
in Revelation xvii. 9 would be quite distinctive 
even if it stood alone. 

4. The Church of Rome was, moreover, de- 
rived from the Christian Church; so long as its 
rulers remained simple Bishops of Rome, with 
out civil or sovereign authority, its later aposta- 
sies from, and additions to, the teaching of 
Him who was “ meek and lowly of heart ”’ did 
not appear. This Church, indeed, traces its 
origin (though probably without real historic 
grounds) to a foundation by St. Peter; but if so, 
its spirit has been alien from that of St. Peter, 
who specifically declined the homage of Corne- 
lius (Acts x. 25-26), whereas his successors (so 
called) claim and have received the homage not 
only of their own Bishops and Cardinals, but of 
secular monarchs throughout the ages. 
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5. Take now the predicted characteristic of 
arrogant, self-exalting utterances, ‘‘a mouth 
speaking great things and blasphemies.” Papal 
Bulls and other authentic utterances supply 
abundant testimony. Take the following illus- 
trations (culled from Foxe’s ‘‘ Book of Mar- 
tyrs’’): ‘‘ Wherefore, seeing such power is 
given to Peter, and to me in Peter, being his 
successor, who is he, then, in all the world that 
ought not to be subject to my decrees, which 
have such power in heaven, in hell, in earth, 
with the quick, and also the dead. ... My 
Papal majesty ever remaineth undiminished; 
superior to all men; whom all persons ought to 
obey and follow. ... Iam greater than the 
angels, and have power to bind and loose in 
heaven, and to give heaven to them that fight 
in my wars. ... I owe to Emperors no due 
obedience that they can claim, but they owe to 
me as their superior.” 

But more awful still are some of the blasphe- 
mies which have been uttered by this “‘ mouth”: 
“‘T am all in all, and above all, so that God 
Himself, and I, the Vicar of God, have both one 
consistory, and I am able to do almost all that 
God can do. In all things that I list, my will 
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is to stand for reason; wherefore, if those 
things that I do be said not to be done of man, 
but of God, what can you make me but God ? 
Again, if prelates of the Church be called and 
counted for gods, I then, being above all 
prelates, seem by this reason to be above all 
gods. Wherefore, no marvel if it be in my 
power to change time and times, to alter and 
abrogate laws, to dispense with all things— 
yea, with the precepts of Christ.” 

At the coronation of the Pope, one of the 
observances is that the Pope arises, and wearing 
his mitre, is lifted up by the Cardinals and is 
placed by them upon the altar to sit there; 
after which follows the ceremony of “the 
adoration ”’ of the Pope by the Cardinals. 

When Pope Martin was crowned, the Sicilian 
Ambassadors greeted him as “‘ Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sins of the world.” The 
fifth Lateran Council decreed that “ as there is 
but one body of the Church, so there is but one 
head, Christ’s Vicar, and it is essential to the 
salvation of every human being to be subject to 
the Roman Pontiff.” 

Illustrations of similar extravagant and blas- 
phemous utterances might be multiplied to 
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weariness, culled not only from medieval, 
but from modern times, While within living 
memory, in the year 1870, the climax was 
reached by the dogma of Papal Infallibility 
officially and solemnly claimed. “A mouth 
speaking great things and _ blasphemies !” 
Never, surely, was the prediction more signally 
and clearly fulfilled in any power that has ever 
appeared. 

6. But we pursue our comparison further. 
The predicted power is branded “ Mystery, 
Babylon the Great.” The Papal system 
teaches a “‘ Mystery’”’ in the forefront of its 
errors—namely, that in the Mass the elements 
are actually changed into the Body and Blood 
of our Divine Lord, and should thereafter 
receive the worship of all present. Just as 
ancient Babylon carried into captivity the 
chosen people of God, so this modern develop- 
ment of Nebuchadnezzar’s image carries cap- 
tive the spiritual Israel, binding them by a 
dogma to be received by all upon pain of being 
held anathema. The Latin word for the Greek 
Mystery is Sacramentum ; and salvation by 
Sacrament, rather than by Faith, is a funda- 
mental feature of the Roman system, an error 
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contained in a cup which is held by the symbolic 
“woman,” just as it is withheld from the laity 
by the Church which she represents; while the 
scarlet clothing of the vision accurately reflects 
the official dress of the princes and dignitaries 
of the Roman Church. 

7. When we turn to the persecutions inflicted 
or approved by the Roman Church in the name 
of religion, we open a blood-stained page. 
Volumes might be filled with the fearful story. 
It is well known that dissent from her teaching 
is held by this unchangeable Church to be the 
worst possible enormity; and for the purpose 
of extirpating heresy or extorting recantation 
there is no limit to the means that have been 
authorized. What nameless horrors has the 
Inquisition been responsible for, that dread 
“ Holy Office” once set up in every country 
that submitted to the Papal yoke. When 
Toledo was taken by the French, the Inquisi- 
tion prison was broken open and minutely 
inspected; the number of machines of torture 
from within it thrilled with horror even men 
inured to the battlefield. The ‘‘ bloody ordi- 
nance of Gastaldo,”’ decreed by the Church in 
1655, resulted in the massacre of four thousand 


OUR LORD’S RETURN 89 


victims. In Ireland in 1641 a “ war of religion” 
decreed by this Church resulted in “‘ Protestant 
blood flowing like rivers, while whole villages 
and towns were destroyed.” In the “‘ massacre 
of St. Bartholomew ”’ France tells the same 
fearful story, too well known to be repeated 
here. It is said that in Paris alone ten thou- 
sand Protestants were put to death, and that 
for a whole week the slaughter went on; 
after which the Pope, who was privy to the 
plot, celebrated a solemn Te Deum on hearing 
the news, and sent a Nuncio to Paris to con- 
gratulate the King. A picture of the massacre 
was hung in the Vatican bearing the inscription, 
“The Pope approves the murder of Coligny.” 

Time would fail to tell of the Huguenots, of 
persecutions in Spain, Portugal, Savoy, Poland, 
Bohemia, Holland, and Belgium, and many 
another, while in England the deeds in the 
reign of ‘“‘ Bloody Mary ” rankle even yet. Is, 
then, the description accurate, or is it not, that 
this power should “ wear out the saints of the 
Most High,’’ should be ‘ drunken with the 
blood of the saints?” History has but one 
answer. 

8. We have already noticed the parallelism 
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between the true (spiritual) Church of Christ 
(represented in the Revelation both as a purified 
bride and as a heavenly city) and the false 
woman, also represented as an earthly Imperial 
City. The inference is plain that the latter 
figure also represents a Church, a false Church, 
counterfeiting the true. And when we realize 
how different is the teaching of Rome from the 
pure and spiritual teaching of Christ, it is 
almost impossible to believe that the former 
can masquerade as the latter. A counterfeit 
sacrifice, the Mass; a false supreme authority, 
the Pope; counterfeit intercessors; a counter- 
feit absolver, the priest; a false object of 
worship, the Virgin Mary; to say nothing of 
idolatrous worship offered to visible representa- 
tions; the living Word of God placed in the 
background; the service of the Church per- 
formed in a foreign and dead language—all 
these and many other features do but give 
point to the Scriptural imagery; while the 
system of indulgences, offered for purchase, 
diverted the mind of the deluded votary from 
the sole ground of pardon through simple faith 
in Christ as the one true sacrifice for human 
sin, the one true absolver. 
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g. As to the title, therefore, used by St. John, 
and when rightly understood, does it go beyond 
the reality ? An Antichrist is one who teaches 
a counterfeit Christianity, one who obscures 
the person and work of our Divine Redeemer 
by substituting something else. Nay, the very 
word “ Antichrist,” when translated out of the 
Greek language used by the Holy Spirit into 
the Latin tongue employed by ‘“‘ Holy Church,” 
is no other than the title ‘‘ Vicar of Christ,” 
which is the title selected by the Popes them- 
selves to describe their office. Prophecy could 
scarcely go farther, or describe more accurately, 
that power of whom there was then no sign; 
the Papacy could hardly more completely 
stamp itself as the embodiment of ancient pre- 
diction than it did when, all unconsciously, it 
selected that out of all others as its charac- 
teristic style and title. 

Io. We now come to the mystic number of 
Revelation xiii. 18, the cryptogram of Holy 
Scripture, which would appear to have been 
expressly given as a challenge to human 
ingenuity to decipher, and as a means of 
identifying the subject of the prophecy. “ Here 
is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding 
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count the number of the beast, for it is the 
number of a man ”’ (that is, as Alford suggests, 
“is counted as men generally count,’’ and not 
implying the number belonging to an individual 
man). This sacred cipher has been a Biblical 
puzzle throughout the ages, and has taxed the 
ingenuity of generations of Bible students, who 
have seen in it an invitation to “count the 
number,” if they can. The question then sug- 
gests itself, How did men generally count in 
St. John’s day? Non-classical readers may 
be reminded that the Greek language, in which 
St. John wrote, knows no Arabic figures such 
as we so freely use. In lieu of them they used 
the letters of their alphabet with a distinguish- 
ing accent to denote numerals. Thus any word 
in Greek would, when the numerals represented 
by its letters were added together, form a total. 
It was Ireneus in the second century who first 
pointed out that the word ‘“‘ Lateinos ”’ (Latin) 
gives precisely the total of 666 when thus com- 
puted. Amid the dozens of other solutions 
which have been suggested, this, one of the 
earliest, is still regarded as the most probable. 
It is not here suggested that, if this stood 
alone, it would be safe to build any large 
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system of interpretation upon such a tentative 
conjecture, for no doubt there are scores of 
words which would give the same result. But 
it is, to say the least, a remarkable coincidence, 
if nothing more, that the Latin language is, 
and for twelve centuries always has been, the 
official language of the Roman Church. Papal 
Bulls and decrees are always issued in Latin; 
the canons of the Church are promulgated in 
Latin; hymns, litanies, and prayers are in 
Latin; the Ave Marias and Paternosters of 
the faithful are in Latin; the Mass, wherever 
celebrated, even among foreign unlettered 
people who understand not one word of it, is 
me’Latin= The’ Latin:Church,. the! <Latin 
Empire, Latin Christianity, are phrases 
universally used. The Latin nations of Europe 
are those over whom the Roman Church ever 
exercised its most potent sway. Inasmuch, 
then, as this feature does not stand alone, but 
is one of others here presented all pointing to 
the same conclusion, it may, at the very least, 
be regarded as a striking confirmation of the 
rest. 

rz. We come now to the predicted duration 
of the anti-Christian power. It was to last for 
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1,260 years. Now, the rise of the characteris- 
tically Papal features of the Roman Church was 
not sudden; it was a matter of years. ‘“‘ Rome 
was not built in a day.’ It is possible, how- 
ever, to select certain clearly marked stages in 
its growth; to see, equally clearly, certain 
critical moments in its decline, and to measure 
the intervals between such pairs of occurrences. 

We have already noticed two obviously 
salient dates in the vise of the Roman Church. 
One was A.D. 533, when the Emperor Jus- 
tinian for the first time acknowledged the 
Primacy of the Bishop of Rome. While in 
modern times the first most serious blow 
which the Papal power received was the awful 
crisis of the French Revolution, which had for 
one of its chief objects the abolition of the 
Church, and that in a land which had long 
held the proud title of the “ eldest son of the 
Church.” The climax was in the year 1793, 
when the monarch, Louis XVI., and _ his 
consort, Marie Antoinette, were executed. 
Measure the interval between these dates— 
1,260 years exactly. 

The other noticeable initial date was A.D. 607, 
that in which the Papal power reached its 
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fullest development, the year in which the 
Emperor Phocas conferred upon Pope Boni- 
face III. the supreme headship over all the 
Churches of Christendom. If we now ask 
whether the Papal power has ever received 
any other serious blow to its prestige, living 
memory can at once supply the answer; 
indeed, it may be that we are even yet living 
too close to the period to grasp its significance 
in its full proportion. It was in the years 
from 1867 to 1870 that a train of events was 
in progress which led to the most fatal blow 
to its prestige that the Papacy has ever ex- 
perienced throughout its history. Omitting 
details, the climax was reached in 1870. In 
that year Germany was at war with France 
and besieged Paris. The French troops, which 
were protecting the Pope from threatening 
calamities, were withdrawn from Italy for 
purposes of home-defence. The result was 
that Garibaldi, the leader of the movement 
for a United Italy, seized the Papal provinces, 
took Rome itself, the capital, and crowned 
Victor Emmanuel sole monarch. The very 
year which witnessed the decree of Papal 
Infallibility was the year which saw the 
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disappearance of the temporal power of the 
Popes finally and for ever; the year of his 
most blasphemous spiritual pretension was 
the moment of the Pope’s most complete and 
absolute fall as a temporal monarch. Measur- 
ing from A.D. 610 (the year of the death of 
Phocas) to 1870, the interval is again 1,260 
years exactly. 

May we select a third date in the rise of the 
characteristic features of the Papacy ? Then it 
must be A.D. 663, in which the Pope Vitalian 
decreed the exclusive use of the Latin tongue 
in the public services of his Church throughout 
the whole of Christendom—an ordinance of 
far-reaching effect, which has done much to 
blind the eyes of the unlearned to the realities 
of spiritual religion, and gone far to cause their 
outward worship to be formal, mechanical, and 
unreasoning. This date might, therefore, be 
accurately regarded as the completion of the 
spiritual bondage to which Rome subjects the 
bulk of her adherents. If we measure 1,260 
years from this date, to what does it point ? 
Surely it will be to some marked stage in the 
liberation of the spiritual Church of Christ 
from bondage. But it lies in the future, 
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therefore it behoves us to speak with rever- 
ence and with. reserve. It is the year 1923, 
the very year to which a previous and altogether 
different line of study has already caused us to 
look forward with a joyful anticipation (see 
p. 67). That year may not bring the fulness of 
the “ blessed hope,” but it will surely bring 
some further clearly marked stage in the 
realization of that hope, if indeed that has not 
previously occurred. 

12. There remains but the last of our twelve 
features to examine: the predicted end of the 
Papacy. The Roman Church did not cease to 
exist in 1870; its temporal power was then, 
indeed, extinguished, as witness the fact that 
the Pope was not invited to take part in the 
recent Peace Conference at the Hague—an 
omission which would have been incredible in 
the Middle Ages; yet as a spiritual force its 
life is prolonged, and will continue until Christ 
returns. The Papacy has already been con- 
suming “ with the spirit of Christ’s mouth.” 
Ever since the Reformation (when the breath 
of our Lord’s lips, in His republished inspired 
Word, was so distinctly and savingly felt), right 
up to the crisis of 1870, the process gradually 
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continued. Since that date the disestablish- 
ment of the Church in France and its dis- 
endowment in Portugal have been serious 
blows. The destroying ‘“‘ with the brightness 
of His coming ”’ remains yet a little way ahead. 

As we close this study we ask: To what 
conclusions are we led? In our necessarily 
brief summary we have passed over much 
that invites attention; we have intentionally 
omitted much in order that the various points, 
though covering a wide ground, might be the 
more clearly in view. We have been examin- 
ing prophecy in connection with one tremen- 
dous system of error. That system was 
predicted; it has come. Its main features 
were clearly indicated, not by one sacred 
writer or by two; they can be identified in 
one particular system which has held the world 
in thraldom for wellnigh thirteen centuries. 
Point by point we have traced the resemblance. 
Even if we should be mistaken in one par- 
ticular or in two, it is not practical to suppose 
that the resemblance is fallacious in all. When 
so many features appear in common between 
prophecy and history, reason itself demands 
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that only one verdict is possible. How vain, 
then, to look’for a still future Antichrist, as 
some suggest! How the suggestion closes the 
eyes to accomplished facts ! 

But a deeper lesson still remains. If in so 
many minute particulars God’s Word has been 
fulfilled with striking accuracy, is it reasonable 
to conclude that the one outstanding particular 
will nevertheless fail of accomplishment ? What 
is that one? It is the Return of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to earth, and at no distant date. 
With His own lips He promised to return, and 
in no spiritual sense, but in His own blessed 
Person. Yet He Himself taught that His 
Return should not then be immediate, as some 
supposed. It was only “after a long time” 
that the lord of the servants in the parable 
returned and reckoned with them, while the 
Parable of the Pounds was spoken expressly to 
correct that very mistake. “‘ He added and 
spake a parable because they thought that the 
kingdom of God should immediately appear.’’ 
His own forecast was that He might return “ at 
even, or at midnight, or at the cock-crowing, 
or in the morning.” The evening of the early 
centuries—an evening overcast with the clouds 
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of persecution—deepened into yet darker 
shadows, and the Lord returned not; the 
midnight of medieval error and Papal supersti- 
tion lulled the Church to slumber and well- 
nigh to forgetfulness of spiritual verities, yet 
the Lord tarried; the cock-crowing of the 
Reformation era heralded the dawn of clearer 
vision and brighter hopes—but they were hopes 
only, not realizations. There remains but the 
morning. And now the East is already 
brightening with the dawn of the coming 
Day; the Morning Star of fulfilled prophecy, 
high above the horizon, casts its steady ray for 
all who can learn its meaning. Yet a little 
while (it can be but a little while), and the Sun 
of Righteousness shall Himself arise to dispel 
the lingering vapours, and to usher in the 
glories of the Millennial Day. 


VII 


THE EASTERN APOSTASY 


O far our investigation of prophecies, to 
which chronological limits are assigned in 
the Word of God, has been in two directions; 
that connected with the period of the “‘ times 
of the Gentiles,’ and that connected with the 
Western Apostasy, occupying the latter half of 
that period. We have seen, even in our brief 
survey, that the dates forecasted in prophecy 
have a real relation to the dates realized in 
history. Our second study has had the effect 
of corroborating the correctness of the system 
upon which we based the first, leading us 
to feel that we are interpreting upon correct 
principles. We have further seen definite 
reason to lead us to suppose that, if our system 
is correct, we must now be living in times close 
to the promised Return of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


ior 
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We now proceed to investigate a third and 
last department of sacred prophecy, wholly 
independent of either of the two former. If 
here also we find corroboration of conclusions 
already reached, we shall gather additional 
assurance that our system stands upon a 
foundation which is indeed impregnable. 

Now, just as in Daniel vii. we have a prophetic 
forecast of an apostasy which has arisen in the 
Western Roman Empire, so in the next 
chapter, Daniel vili., we have a parallel 
(though otherwise very different) apostasy in 
its Eastern Division. The chapter is mainly 
devoted to the relations of a symbolic ram 
and he-goat (verses 3, 4, 5), identified specifically 
and by name as the empires of Medo-Persia 
and Greece respectively (verses 20, 21); we have 
also the subsequent career of the latter Power, 
with its ultimate division into four separate 
kingdoms. This division notoriously occurred, 
resulting in the derived kingdoms of the 
Seleucid in Syria, the Ptolemies in Egypt, of 
Cassander and his successors in Macedon, and 
of Lysimachus in Thrace. The chapter thus 
presents an enlarged and more detailed view of 
the second and third empires of the image of 
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chapter ii., from the point, so to speak, where 
the silver joins the brass. It has no reference 
to the head of gold, which by that time had 
already passed away; neither does it have 
anything to say of the fourth (or Roman) 
empire. 

A noticeable feature of this enlarged view is 
the appearance of a second “little horn” 
(verse 9), wholly different both in origin and 
characteristics from the previous little horn of 
chapter vii. 8, from which it must, of course, 
therefore be carefully distinguished. This 
second “ little horn,” unlike the former, has (so 
far as its origin is concerned) no connection at 
all with the Roman Empire. True, the terri- 
tory covered by the Grecian Empire was very 
largely that afterwards occupied by the Eastern 
Roman Empire; consequently its character- 
istic “ little horn’ will be found in that area. 
We may therefore describe it as “ the Eastern 
apostasy.” 

Can, then, this second “little horn” be 
identified in history ? Observe its origin. It 
arises out of one of the four subdivisions of the 
Grecian Empire already mentioned (verse 9). 
See its growth, “it waxed exceeding great,’’ 
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forming in this respect a complete contrast to 
the Western “little horn” of chapter vii., 
which, though otherwise important, never 
became territorially large. Notice the direc- 
tion of its growth ‘“‘ towards the south and 
towards the east, and towards the pleasant 
land (Palestine).”’ So successful is its attack 
upon the holy places, that it causes his (its) 
sanctuary (7.e. the sanctuary in which the sacri- 
fice was offered) to be cast down (verses II, 12), 
thus repeating at a later date the action of 
Nebuchadnezzar in 587 B.c., and of Titus in 
A.D. 70. In this case, however, the aggression 
is to take place “in the latter time of their 
kingdom ”’ (verse 23), in the time (that is) of 
the derivative Grecian dynasties; and is to be 
singularly complete, for “he shall destroy 
wonderfully—and shall destroy the mighty and 
holy people ”’ (the Jews) (verse 24). 

We ask, then, “Has any such Power ever 
appeared in history?” We can answer the 
question by another, “What is the Power 
which at the present moment holds Palestine 
under its rule?” There is no uncertainty; it is 
the leading Mohammedan Power, the Turkish 
or Ottoman Empire, whose Sultan is recog- 
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nized by the whole Mohammedan world as 
their Khalif or spiritual head; it is that 
aggressive intolerant system, partly political, 
partly religious, which was such a terror in the 
Middle Ages, and which, until compelled by 
the Concert of Europe to adopt more tolerant 
courses, regarded every man who refused to 
accept the system of Islam as an infidel, whom 
it was a pious act to despise and exterminate. 

It was in the seventh century of our era 
that the religion of Mohammed came into 
existence. The year A.D. 622 (the Hejira) is 
the date from which the whole Mohammedan 
world to this day computes its reckoning, as 
Christians do from Anno Domini. It arose 
among the Saracens in Arabia, with Mecca 
for its sacred city. It soon began to spread 
enormously, in a manner which we must not 
now stay to trace in detail. It extended to 
the East, to the valleys of the Euphrates and 
Tigris, where it established Baghdad as the 
capital of its reigning Khalifs, just where the 
two great rivers flow nearest to one another. 
From thence it spread (like a flood from the 
rivers themselves) over vast tracts of the con- 
tinent of Asia. It was in the year A.D. 637 
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that the Khalif Omar attacked “ the pleasant 
land,’’ and sacked Jerusalem, causing the site 
of its historic Temple to be defiled. Close by 
this sacred spot was shortly afterwards erected 
the Mosque of Omar, which stands there to this 
day. Thus Mohammedan rites were substi- 
tuted for the worship of Israel’s God upon the 
spot which David purchased from Ornan for 
the erection of the Temple, the spot where 
Abraham’s typical sacrifice of his son Isaac 
was so nearly accomplished. 

The Saracens were succeeded by the Turks 
in the Mohammedan primacy, who proved 
themselves to be imbued with the same prin- 
ciples of intolerant persecution of the un- 
believer. So the flood from the Euphrates 
swept on, and ultimately extended to North 
Africa and to Europe, where, in 1453, the Turks 
took Constantinople and made it their capital, 
thus bringing to an end the Eastern Roman 
Empire, and dethroning the successor of the 
Cesars. Thence the Ottoman power spread 
over some of the fairest regions of Europe, 
bringing Thrace, Macedon, Albania, Greece, 
Bulgaria, and the Agean Islands under its 
sway, ruthlessly persecuting the Christians and 
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oppressing the Jews. The high-water mark of 
Mohammedan power appears to have been 
reached in 1699, when Crete was the last pro- 
vince to be added to the Turkish Empire. 

In more recent times the process has been 
reversed, and an extraordinary decay has set in. 
Beginning with the year 1821, when Greece 
secured its independence, province after pro- 
vince has slipped from the grasp of the mis- 
governing Turk. Wallachia and Moldavia 
soon followed the example of Greece. In 
1828-29 Russia invaded Turkey, and compelled 
the signature of a disastrous peace at Adria- 
nople. In the same year Servia became inde- 
pendent, and Algeria passed to the French, 
Thus did ‘“ the sixth angel” begin to “ pour 
out his vial upon the great river Euphrates, 
and the water thereof was dried up” 
(Rev. xvi. 12). So rapid had been the decay 
of Turkey in Europe for the last century, 
that the Christian Powers of Europe have 
several times intervened to arrest it, lest the 
problems arising as to the disposal of the 
fragments should provoke European compli- 
cations. This has constituted the “ Eastern 
Question,” which has taxed the resources of a 
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generation of modern diplomatists, but for 
which, as these jwords are being written, a 
solution is apparently in process of being 
found by the Balkan States apart from the 
action of the Powers. 

Some salient dates of outstanding impor- 
tance in this continuous progress of Turkish 
decay may be noted. In 1844 Turkey was 
compelled by the action of the Powers to 
abandon its usual practice of mutilation and 
assassination towards those who became con- 
verted from the Mussulman creed. This edict 
of toleration, compulsorily issued, was a sure 
sign of the waning of the Turkish Crescent. 
In 1860, after the Druse massacre of Christians 
in the Lebanon, Syria was occupied by French 
troops, while the British Fleet anchored at 
Beyrout, thus indicating a partial and in- 
cipient deliverance of the Holy Land. In 
1882 occurred the insurrection of Arabi Pasha 
in Egypt, then a province of the Turkish 
Empire; this was followed by the appearance 
of British and French squadrons at Alexandria, 
which was bombarded and the rebels defeated; 
after which the British, victorious at Tel-el- 
Kebir, entered Cairo, and Egypt has been 
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virtually a British Protectorate ever since. In 
1897 Crete was lost to the Porte; shortly after 
followed the fall of Mohammedanism in Egypt 
at Omdurman, while the same year saw the 
inauguration of the Zionist movement, having 
for its object the restoration of the Jew to the 
Holy Land. Last year (1912) Italy obtained 
possession of Tripoli, thus completing the 
expulsion of the Turk from the last of his 
once wide-spread dominion in Africa. And 
now the Balkan war scarcely left him a foot- 
hold in Europe, after menacing his very capital. 
Truly the age of the Mohammedan “ horn” 
is over; he is being “ broken without hand ”’ 
(Dan. viii. 25); it remains only for him to 
“stand up against the Prince of Princes” 
when He appears upon His glorious Return. 

But we have omitted to notice the chrono- 
logical side of the predictions, in order that the 
general trend of historical events might be 
the more clear. We must now repair that 
omission. Two prophetic periods will chal- 
lenge attention in this connection: 

I. The first of these is that contained in 
Daniel viii. 14, where “‘ 2,300 days ”’ are allotted 
as the duration of the period. Now, it is not 
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explicitly stated in the prophecy what the 
starting-point is from which the calculation is 
made. Apparently, however, the commencing 
date is the period described in verse 4, at which 
the Grecian “‘ goat’ begins to “ push ” against 
the Persian “ram.” This period would in- 
clude several dates in ancient history when the 
Grecian Empire was in the ascendant, but no 
doubt the first among these must be the year 
480 B.c., when the Battle of Salamis proved 
so signally and surprisingly fatal to the vast 
hordes of the Persian invader of Greece. 
Measure from that date 2,300 years (adopting 
the year-day scale as described in a former 
chapter). To what date are we conducted ? 
Remembering to add a year for the transition 
from B.c. to A.D., we are brought to none other 
than that very year in the last century, 1821, 
which we have just seen to be the first com- 
mencement of the modern process of Turkish 
disintegration. It was the year in which 
Modern Greece, by declaring her independence, 
withdrew the first province from the Ottoman 
Empire, and thus inaugurated that dismember- 
ment of the Empire which has been so startling 
a feature during the whole of the present genera- 
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tion. Both these dates, however, are merely 
initial. 

If we take as the commencement of the 
period a date which we have already noticed on 
an earlier page to be of exceptional importance 
in the history of God’s chosen nation, we are 
confronted with a truly startling correspon- 
dence. The first and most important of the 
two Restoration Edicts of Artaxerxes, it will be 
remembered, was issued in 457 B.C.; Ezra set 
out upon his journey to give it effect on the first 
day of the month Nisan in that year. Measure 
from that point the assigned period of 2,300 
years, and we are brought to the year A.D. 1844, 
the year in which the far-reaching Edict of 
Toleration was wrung from the Turks, as noted 
above. Not only so, but it will be found that 
the Turkish Edict was dated March 21, a date 
which fell in that year upon the Jewish Ist of 
Nisan, the anniversary of the very day upon 
which 2,300 years before Ezra set out upon his 
memorable journey. The interval is therefore 
exact to a day. 

Moreover, this year (1844) happens to be in 
the Mohammedan Calender the year 1260 of 
the Hejira. Bearing in mind the importance 
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of that figure, as already seen, we can hardly 
regard this striking correspondence as a mere 
coincidence. 

2. The other interval to which prophecy 
refers in this connection is the “ time, times, 
and a half,’’ which has so often met us before, 
and which in Daniel xii. 7 is connected with the 
completion of the “scattering’’ of God’s 
ancient people Israel. This interval can hardly 
fail, therefore, to be of moment when we are 
considering, as we now are, the career of that 
power which has so long possessed the Holy 
Land. And certainly there would seem to be 
a real connection. 

For, take as our starting-point for this 
measurement the commencement of the 
Mohammedan Calender, the Hejira, which cor- 
responds with A.D. 622, and (adopting lunar 
years of 354 days, as is usual in Mohammedan 
lands) we find that the 1,260 years run out in 
1844, a year in which the Edict of Toleration, 
compulsorily promulgated, was so distinct a 
sign of the loss of Turkish independence. 
While, measuring from the same point, but by 
our ordinary solar years, the 1,260 years from 
the Hejira terminate in 1882, a year which was 
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signally fatal to Turkish prestige, inasmuch as 
it was the year in which the province of Egypt 
was virtually lost to the Porte and passed 
under British protection. 

Instead of taking the Hejira epoch as our 
starting-point in measuring this interval, there 
is one other commencing date which we have 
seen to be of obvious and outstanding impor- 
tance. It is the year in which the holy city 
Jerusalem passed under its present Moham- 
medan masters, the year, that is, which inaugu- 
rated the last phase under which “ Jerusalem is 
trodden down of the Gentiles.” It is the year 
A.D. 637 when Jerusalem was captured by Omar 

We might expect, therefore, that, if our 
system were correct, the measurement of 1,260 
years from this fatal date would introduce us 
to some marked stage, either of the decline of 
the Mohammedan, or of the uprising of the 
Jewish nationality. 

Measured by Junar years, the interval leads 
us to the year 1860. Was that year in any 
way a marked stage in either of these direc- 
tions? It was strikingly remarkable in both, 
for it was the year in which the Turkish power 
suffered humiliation at the hands of both 
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British and French forces, and that in the 
Holy Land itself, in Syria and at Beyrout 
respectively; while it was also the year which 
saw the founding of the Universal Israelite 
Alliance, which has for its object the uplifting 
of the Jews. 

Or, if we measure the same interval on the 
ordinary scale of solar years, correspondences 
again meet our view. In this case the in- 
terval of 1,260 years from Omar’s capture of 
Jerusalem bring us to the very recent year 
1897, in which further Turkish territory, the 
island of Crete, passed from under Ottoman 
control; while it was also the year in which 
the Zionist movement was inaugurated at 
Basle, a movement which aims at the national 
restoration of the Jews to their own land, 
and which, though a political rather than a 
religious movement, appears likely to be an 
instrument for the fulfilment of prophecy. 

On the whole, therefore, it would appear 
that the entire period assigned in prophecy 
to the development and decay of the Moham- 
medan apostasy has just, in fact, completely 
expired, and that there remains in connection 
with this series of events nothing foretold but 
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its final resistance to “ the Prince of Princes.” 
Even if it stood alone, this fact would be 
sufficient to arrest attention; but when it is 
taken in connection with the studies outlined 
in our previous pages, the conclusions of which 
it so strongly corroborates, the solemnizing 
conviction is impressed upon the mind that we 
are living very close to the time of our Lord’s 
-glorious reappearance. The day and the hour 
cannot be forecasted from this study. Indeed, 
it would seem that God has expressly con- 
cealed from our view information which could 
lead to any such precise anticipation; but He 
has been graciously pleased to reveal sufficient 
to show to us, upon whom the end of the age 
is come, the terminal position of the epoch in 
which we live. 


Vill 


CONCLUSION 


HE foregoing pages have presented three 
independent lines of prophetic study— 
namely, those connected with the “ great seven 
times’ of Gentile oppression of the Jewish 
people, and with the two apostasies, Western 
and Eastern. These studies have been in 
outline only, omitting much corroborative de- 
tail, for the purpose of rendering the general 
scheme more clearly visible to a busy reader 
not previously acquainted with the principles 
employed. Brief and imperfect though they 
are, nevertheless they are perhaps sufficient 
to show that a real connection exists between 
the forecasts of inspired prophecy and the 
events of past history; sufficient to convince 
an impartial reader that the system 1s correct ; 
sufficient to render it clear that we are now 
standing on the verge, not of the “ end of the 
I16 
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world,’ but of the conclusion of the present 
age, an age which shall be followed almost 
immediately by another of an altogether dif- 
ferent character. 

One or two incidental lessons may at the 
same time be readily gleaned: 

I. The course of human history is seen to 
be, not a series of accidents, but a majestic 
procession of foreseen events, foreseen by 
that Infinite Mind who knows the end from the 
beginning, and who has condescended to reveal 
in part the outlines of the great programme in 
the pages of His written Word. In other 
words, God reigns. He has formulated before- 
hand the course which the stream of history 
would pursue throughout the ages. We may 
not be able to understand every detail, but we 
live late enough in time to appreciate some- 
thing of its true scale and main principles, 
and something of our present position in its 
course. 

2. Inspired prophecy was surely intended to 
be an evidential lamp for the guidance of later 
generations rather than of earlier. And herein 
its function may be contrasted with that of 
miracle. Miracle necessarily produces its most 
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potent and characteristic effect upon the con- 
temporary age which witnesses it. The miracles, 
for instance, wrought by our Lord constituted a 
most powerful proof to men then living of the 
Divine origin of His mission. This was em- 
phaticallv the case with the crowning miracle 
of His Resurrection, which was, indeed, the 
mainspring of the Apostles’ devotion and self- 
sacrifice. Their primary commission was to be 
“witnesses of His Resurrection.” They were 
not purveyors of ‘‘ cunningly devised fables’’; 
they spoke of what they had themselves seen. 
The burden of their message was “ Jesus and 
the Resurrection.”” With their own eyes they 
had seen Him, alive and in health, after the 
awful shock and tragedy of Calvary seemed for 
the moment to have buried their hopes in His 
grave. For forty days He had gone in and out 
amongst them, conversed with them, eaten with 
them. Such testimony must have been power- 
ful indeed among audiences of that generation, 
who often possessed the means of verifying 
details of events which were common property, 
publicly occurring, for ‘‘ these things were not 
done in acorner.”” But when in course of time 
the generation of the Apostles passed away, and 
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the wonderful story could then only be pro- 
claimed at second-hand, or still more indirectly, 
or through written records, then the evidential 
value of a miracle would begin to lose its force— 
not through any inherent defect, for the story 
remained just as striking, just as supernatural, 
but through the intermingling of collateral 
questions: Were the records true? were the 
copyists exact ? was the spirit of that past age 
unduly credulous? These and cognate ques- 
tions would arise, and until they were satisfac- 
torily decided, the miracles to which they 
testified could not begin to act as evidences. 
The area for the intrusion of possible error 
widened as time went on, the burden of proof 
became more exacting. Thus in subsequent 
centuries miracle would inevitably lose that 
enormous power to convince, which was ex- 
perienced by the contemporary generation. 
Such, indeed, is the characteristic feature of 
miracle as evidence. To a contemporary who 
witnesses it, it exercises its most potent effect, 
an effect which fades with the passage of 
time. 

Now contrast, in this particular, miracle with 
prophecy, and the exact opposite will be 
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noticed as regards evidential value. To the 
contemporary who listens to a prediction of a 
future event, the result may indeed be to 
solemnize, to alarm, or to encourage as the case 
may be; but as evidence of the Divine mission of 
the prophet it is of no immediate effect whatso- 
ever. But wait. The generation which heard 
the Prophet’s words passes away; the seer him- 
self is gathered to his fathers; other generations 
come and go. And lo! perhaps centuries after- 
wards, the events predicted are seen to come to 
pass, not once, nor twice, but sufficiently often 
to eliminate chance. What is theeffect? The 
later generation becomes convinced that the 
Prophet was divinely guided in his utterances; 
convinced that there is a Divine hand which 
guides the events, which indeed controls the 
whole course of human history. Moreover, 
the prediction of minute incidents has greater 
evidential force than the foretelling of larger 
occurrences; for while the latter might con- 
ceivably be predicted by a fortunate guess, this 
explanation wholly fails when applied to the 
prediction of small details. Take, for instance, 
the prophecy, “ they part My garments among 
them, and cast lots upon My vesture.” To 
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those who heard them, these words were not 
only not evidential, but were barely intelligible, 
and so they remained for generations. But 
when a later age read Psalm xxii. in the light 
of the events attending the Crucifixion, the 
words become luminous with proof—proof 
of the inspiration of their author, proof that 
the Crucifixion in its smallest details was fore- 
seen by the same Mind which inspired the 
prophetic Psalmist, especially when corro- 
borated by other fulfilled predictions of a like 
character. 

3. But our main conclusion must be this: 
The Lord is at hand. What that supreme event 
involves altogether transcends human imagina- 
tion; but its effect must obviously be far-reach- 
ing. Once before He visited this globe; but 
His entry then was effected in a manner not 
calculated to excite general attention. He did 
not strive, nor cry, neither did any man hear His 
voice in the streets. His Return will be very 
different. This time He comes to reign, to make 
His gracious and benign Rule felt through- 
out the world. Some of the characteristic 
features of that Rule are indicated in prophecy, 
but doubtless much more remains unrevealed. 
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Meanwhile for His people what a motive is this 
expectation for holiness of life! For them it 
means that life must be lived in constant view 
of the possibilities of the immediate future. 
They will, of course, take their proper part in 
the secular duties of their earthly calling, but 
they will do so with a consciousness that their 
real interest, the true centre of gravity of life, 
lies ahead. 
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